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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and friends of Parkwood Green,
As we tip past the halfway mark of term 3, we thank all of our parents for their continued support of
our school. Over the past two weeks, we have continued to see an escalation in the prevalence of
COVID-19 in our respective communities, along with influenza, the common cold, and other

respiratory illnesses. We have experienced ongoing staffing challenges and are implementing various
strategies to alleviate this. It is worth mentioning the outstanding work and commitment
demonstrated by all staff at Parkwood Green Ps, ensuring high-quality teaching and learning programs
for all of our students. I encourage families to take a moment to send an email to a teacher, ES,
specialist teacher, or any member of staff thanking them for their countless hours, passion, and
commitment to our students. I have no doubt this would be greatly appreciated.

Principals’ Day

On Friday 5th August, principals across Victoria were thanked, acknowledged and celebrated by their
school communities for all the outstanding work principals do in our schools. I won’t lie; being a
principal is a tough job. It is the most demanding work I’ve ever had to do, but on the flip side, it’s the
most rewarding work I have ever done. It is a privilege and an honour to be the principal of this great
school. Kathy and I were inundated with many messages, emails, letters and delicious food. So thank
you to everyone who took the time to thank us. We appreciate it.

2023 Enrolments
Foundation enrolments for 2023 are coming in at a steady pace; however, I invite any family who has

not already done so to now make it a priority to receive, complete and submit an enrolment form for
any child ready to start school in 2023. Likewise, if you know any family, friends or neighbours who
intend to attend PGPS in 2023, please ask that they do the same.
On the other hand, if you do not expect your children to attend PGPS in 2023, as you may be moving
house or school, please advise the office in writing as soon as possible.
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Parent/Caregiver/Guardian survey reminder
All families have been selected to participate in this year’s survey and the link to the survey has been
emailed to you. I ask you to please take the time to complete the survey as your opinions are
important to us and will contribute to the future management and organisation of our school.
The survey will be conducted online and should take 20 minutes to complete.
The survey can be completed on any internet enabled device (iPad, Desktop Computer, Laptop or
Smartphone) and is compatible with most browsers. The survey is available in English and 10 other
languages including Arabic, Vietnamese, Mandarin, Chin (Hakha), Hindi, Japanese, Greek, Turkish, Somali and Punjabi.
Please be assured that your responses are completely confidential. The survey is conducted
anonymously and it is important to us that you complete the survey as honestly as possible.
The survey window will close on Friday 16th September 2022 (the last day of term 3).
Please let me know if you have any questions about the survey.

Book Week
At Parkwood Green Primary School we value the vital role that Literacy plays in our everyday lives. We
strive to instill a love of reading which is evident in our annual Book Week Celebrations. We will celebrate Book Week from the 22nd to the 26th of August this year. We will start our celebrations with
our Book Character Dress Up Parade on Tuesday 23rd and then continue with a range of
activities across the week.

Professional Practice Day
Just a reminder to all parents that Monday 29th August is our agreed Common Professional Practice

Day as directed by the Department of Education. Students will not be required to attend school on this
day. Big Childcare will be open for anyone who wishes to use their service.

Take care and stay safe everyone,
Bobby Kotevski
Principal

PAGE 3

Responsibility

Empathy

Resilience

Respect

RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Respectful Relationships (RR) is an initiative to support schools to promote and model respect
and equality. A part of the initiative is teaching our students how to build healthy relationships,
resilience and confidence. Weekly RR lessons are taught to students from F-6 to develop students’
social, emotional and positive relationship skills. Efforts to promote social and emotional skills and
positive gender norms in children and young people has been shown to improve health related
outcomes and subjective wellbeing. It also reduces antisocial behaviours including engagement in
gender-related violence. The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) learning materials
cover eight topics of Social and Emotional Learning across all levels of primary and secondary
education: Emotional Literacy; Personal Strengths; Positive Coping; Problem Solving; Stress
Management; Help Seeking; Gender and Identity; and Positive Gender Relationships. The main topics
being covered this term across F-6 are Stress Management and Help Seeking. Years 3-6 will also
begin covering Gender and Identity. Below are some photos of RR lessons that students have been
participating in this term.
Year 3 students created a resilience boxes. Each day they can anonymously put a note in a peers box

with words of gratitude or encouragement.

Year 5 students are learning about Problem Solving. For this week’s RR lesson we discussed
strategies we could use when faced with everyday problems. Students then worked with a learning
partner and came up with their own problems, gave advise on how they would solve the problem and
then wrote down how they would solve the problem. We discussed how people may have different

perspectives and solutions to solving everyday problems.
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Leaders Privilege
Students receive Dojo’s in their classroom when they are displaying positive behaviour and showing
one of our school values (Respect, Empathy, Resilience and Responsibility). Once students receive 10
Dojo’s, they can choose from an agreed list of classroom privileges. Students can also choose to hold
onto their 10 Dojo’s and build up to 30 where they get to receive a Leader’s Privilege. This term Miss

Lumsden is taking students to the kitchen for their privilege if they choose to have one with her.
Student’s on their Leaders Privilege last week made icing, then decorated and ate some delicious
biscuits together.
See below photos from the Leader's Privilege that have been held this term.
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Grade 3 CERES Excursion
On Friday the 5th August, our Grade 3 students visited CERES Environmental Centre as part of our
teaching and learning into Sustainability and Waste Management.
Through the day the students engaged in a variety of learning walks and experiences such as paper
making and rubbish collection, whilst learning about all the different ways we can help and support
our environment for a greener future.
The students had lots of fun sorting through all different types of waste that we produce daily from
food scraps, to wrappers, seven soft and hard plastics. Our goal for the day was to always remember
the 5 R’s: Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle and Rot. What a great day full of learning and fun.
For the remainder of the term through our Inquiry unit, our students will continue to investigate ways
we can look after our environment at school and at home. CERES was definitely a highlight and a
great way to begin some new learning.
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Grade 4 CERES Excursion
On Thursday the 11th August the grade fours
went to CERES. We participated in 3 activities
which were making paper out of scrap, playing

compost bingo and we learnt about the Merry
Creek littering problem. My favourite activity
was making paper.
- Ty 4LF

On Thursday the 11th of August the grade 4’s went to CERES. We learned about sustainability by
rethinking, refusing, reducing, reusing and rotting waste. Now we would like to implement some
sustainable steps to ensure our school is doing these things to help out our environment.
- Harseerat 4SL
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Administration Reminders
We have had a couple of cases of Head Lice (nits) in the school
recently. Please remember to check your child's hair for Head
Lice on a regular basis.

Head Lice are a common problem in primary schools.

Head Lice are very small insects that live in human and animals

hair. If Head Lice is detected please wash bedding in HOT water
and treat your child’s hair with Head Lice Treatment before they
return to school.

Students with long hair should always have their hair tied up.
This is as a school rule and helps with preventing Head Lice
transmission across the classrooms.

We appreciate your time in keeping our school free from Lice.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S
MORNING TEA
These wonderful students have worked hard to receive 30 dojos by demonstrating our school

values. They have decided to use their privilege spending it with Kathy Pham our Assistant Principal
for a special morning tea. It was lots of fun and delicious!
We are very proud of all of students who have received at least 30 dojos.

