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District Swimming Carnival
Parkwood Green Primary School had their annual Swimming Trials today at Parkwood Green Paul Sadler
Swimland. It was a magnificent turnout from the students who put their hands up to swim and it shows how
passionate you are about our schools efforts in Sport.
We would like to congratulate all the students who stepped up to try out for the 2021 Parkwood Green Swimming
Team. Well done and thank you!
Our swimming team for 2021 will be selected and results from the day will be up soon on the PE Office window… so
keep an eye out!
Parkwood Green Primary School wishes you all the best of luck at the next level of competition to all those students
who have made our swimming team!
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DATES TO REMEMBER
 Tues 9th Feb - Foundation Start Full time
 Wed 17th Feb - Meet & Greet: Pupil Free Day
 Mon 22nd Feb -Fri 5th Mar - Grade 3 Swimming
 Tues 9 Mar - School Photo’s F-4
th

 Thur 11th Mar - School Photo’s 5-6, & Group Photo’s

From the principal..

Members with another year on School Council:
Stewart Ridsdale (Parent)
Tracey Ridsdale (Parent)
Vidya Subramanian (Parent)
Jocelyn Brabin (Parent) School Council President
Natalie Edwards (Staff)
Bobby Kotevski (Staff) Executive Officer
On behalf of the school I’d like to thank our four outgoing
parent members, Lesley Anderson (Vice President), Brian
Jacobs (Treasurer) and Jo-Anne Rihs for their commitment
and contribution to Parkwood Green PS. Thank you!
Members up for re-election can re-nominate but it is also a
great time for other members of the school community to
express their interest in nominating.
Nomination forms are available at the office from Monday 8th
February and must be returned to the office by 4pm
Monday 15th February. Please contact me if you require
further clarity or information on the role.

Welcome back!
It is with great pleasure that I welcome all our children,
families and staff, back to school. And a special welcome to
all our new families who have joined our community. I hope
you all had a nice break. I had a great break this summer.
My family and I spent most of our time in Port Douglas and
Palm Cove before we quickly rushed back to Melbourne
fearing 14 days quarantine. It was great to have some sort of
a ‘summer’ at least.

UPDATE ON THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

The First Day of School
The first day of school could not have been merrier;
The teacher turned out to be a fox terrier
Who taught us to leap and taught us to bark
And chase little birdies all over the park.
For the rest of our lives we still had the spark
From the wonderful first day of school.
– Michael Leunig

Last year we saw our student’s independence develop in
such a positive way as they arrived and left the school
grounds self-sufficiently and we would like to continue to
build on this. We encourage you to continue to drop and
collect your children at the gate.

I love this poem and how it captures the excitement and
pleasure of a love of learning, and the important role that
school plays in developing this in children. Our sparkly new
Foundation students experienced their first day of school on
Friday and have spent time exploring the school and meeting
LOTS of new people. I know all of our F to Year 6 students’
sparks will get brighter and stronger throughout this year.
Our teachers are exemplary and dedicated to providing the
best learning experiences possible for all our children. And
they are ably supported by our wonderful teaching support
staff.

The Department of Education guidelines still require us to
work and learn in a COVID safe manner, below is some
information to support our school community to do this.
Parents are now permitted to enter the school grounds and
drop their children at their classroom door.

Parents and visitors who enter our school buildings are only
permitted for a maximum period of 15 minutes. Although
face to face meetings are now permitted, the Department of
Education and Training recommends that virtual alternatives
should continue to be considered where appropriate and
practical.
Density limits do not apply if only staff and students are in a
room, but once a visitor enters the room, (including parents
and carers) the limit of 1 person per 2 square meters applies
in all spaces within our buildings. This must be strictly
adhered to by all members of our community. This will
impact on parents attending school assemblies.

I feel a great sense of pride and privilege to be Principal of
Parkwood Green PS. The school has a unique community
culture that has developed and been nourished by our
students, parents and staff over many years. I cannot talk
about the school without acknowledging the personal
commitment and dedication of all our past and present staff.

Staff and students who are unwell must stay home and any
visitors displaying COVID symptoms, must not enter the
school grounds.

A warm welcome to our returning staff for 2021: Laura Covrk
in Grade 3, Claire Francois in Grade 4 and Lydia Kollios in
Grade 2.

The symptoms to watch out for are: fever, chills or sweats,
cough, sore throat, runny nose, shortness of breath and loss
or change in sense of smell or taste.

I am very much looking forward to working with students,
staff and parents into the (exciting) future!

All visitors to the school must comply with social distancing
requirements of 1.5 metres.

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our School Council is made up of 8 parents, 3 members of
staff and 1 Community member. Each year some of the
member vacancies are up for re-election. Membership is for
2 years. This year we have 4 parent vacancies and if the
number of nominations exceed the vacancies we will have a
community election.
Our current vacancies:
4x Parent position
1x Staff position
1x Community Member

9449 3600

Students who develop any COVID symptoms throughout the
day, will need to be collected from school.

Face masks are recommended outside when 1.5 metres
physical distancing cannot be maintained and MUST be
worn indoors.
Hand hygiene remains one of the critical measures to reduce
coronavirus (COVID-19) transmission. Soap and hand
sanitiser is available for all staff and students to use
throughout the day.
Drinking taps can be used by students, although we
encourage students to continue to bring their individual water
bottles.
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PERSONAL PROPERTY BROUGHT TO
SCHOOL & PERSONAL INJURY INSURANCE

All parents and friends of Parkwood Green are welcome to
attend our assemblies but we just need to be a little patient.

The school and DET do not accept any responsibility for
damage or loss of private property brought to school by
students, visitors or staff. Parents are asked to carefully
consider whether any valuable items are brought to school
by their children. This can include mobile phones,
calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on
school premises. As the Department does not hold
insurance for personal property brought to schools and has
no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property,
students and staff should be discouraged from bringing any
unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school. I ask
that all items brought to school including uniforms are clearly
named using permanent markers.

Once we can have parents onsite for longer periods, we will
happily have all our parents and visitors at assemblies. I thank
you for your understanding and cooperation.

Parkwood Green and DET do not provide personal accident
insurance or ambulance cover for students. Parents and
guardians of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the
cost of medical treatment for injured students, including the
cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any
other transport costs.

UNIFORM
School uniform promotes a sense of identity, pride, cohesion
and good order in a school. It allows students to feel equal
and enhances individual student safety and group security,
as well as enhancing the profile and identity of the school
and its students within the wider community. The School
Council Policy of Parkwood Green PS states that uniform is
compulsory for the students of Parkwood Green. It is
“important that parents are vigilant in ensuring students’
“appearance reflects the expectations of the school
“community. We would appreciate your assistance in
“ensuring that a high standard of uniform is maintained.
Footwear such as thongs, crocs and light open toe
sandals are not permitted for safety reasons.

COMPASS – STAY CONNECTED
The Online Parent Portal allows parents to access
up-to-date meaningful information about our school and your
child’s progress. Using COMPASS, parents will be able to
use many features, including the ability to monitor their
child’s attendance, and enter an explanation for absence or
lateness. Parents/ Carers will receive an SMS about
important events that are occurring and be prompted to
enter an explanation if their child is not at school. It is our
goal to strengthen and streamline communication between
home and school, so we can work together to best support
students and their learning.

ANNUAL PRIVACY REMINDER
Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and
parent personal information for standard school functions or
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy
Policy
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection
statement, found on our school website:
http://www.parkwoodgreenps.vic.edu.au
For more information about privacy, see the Schools’ Privacy
Policy – information for parents. This information is also
available in nine community languages.

PARENT/FAMILY CONTACT DETAILS
Please ensure your contact details are up to date at all times. If
your mobile phone number changes please let the office know
so we can contact you if necessary.

MEET AND GREET
These meetings are for parents/carers to provide information
about their child to this year’s class teacher and for teachers to
explain the learning expectations and procedures for the year.
Meetings will take place on Wednesday 17th of February,
12.00pm – 7:00pm
You can book your time to meet your child’s teacher through
Compass. More information around this to follow.
Again, welcome back everyone and best of luck for a fabulous
year.
Bobby Kotevski
Principal

Parents who are yet to sign up, please download the App
onto your phone asap and enter your unique code to get you
connected. We expect all parents to be on Compass.

ASSEMBLIES ARE NOW ON FRIDAYS
Please be aware that we now have permanently moved our
Monday morning assemblies to Friday afternoon.
Assemblies will be on a fortnightly basis (even week) so this
means we will have an assembly this week at 2:45pm. This
is to ensure that we have little disruption to our learning
at the start of the week and it will also allow us to celebrate
the wonderful work and achievements from the current
week.
Please note that due to the 15minute onsite restriction,
we are unable to have any parents attend until further
notice.

www.parkwoodgreenps.vic.edu.au
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BOOK CLUB

Each order helps earn free books and teaching materials for
our school, however there is never any obligation to order.
We know of no better way to encourage reading than to allow
children to choose the books they want to read.

Dear Parent,
The best gift any parent can give a child is the love of books
and the joy and benefits of independent reading for fun.
Children who read at home, or are read to, have a head start
on reading success in school.

Sincerely,
Kim Cardona
Book Club Co Ordinator

Our school is continuing to participate in Scholastic Book
Club this year. Up to twice a term, during the school year,
a Book Club catalogue will be sent home with a different
selection of books offered for all ages.
You’ll find award-winning books and bestsellers, as well as
old and new favourites. We recommend them because the
books span a wide range of children’s reading levels and
interests and because they are inexpensive (some books
cost as little as $3).
It is easy to order. The Book Club LOOP platform for parents
allows you to pay by credit card. Your child’s order is
submitted directly to school safe and sound and the books
will be delivered to class. You can place your child’s order at
scholastic.com.au/LOOP or using the LOOP app, which
can be downloaded from the App Store or Google Play.
Owning your own books is something special! We hope that
you will encourage your child to order books this year.

FUNDRAISING
Our first meeting for 2021 will be held Wednesday 10th
February 2:30pm. Fundraising is a great way to meet
new families and the school benefits from extra funds to
assist with projects around the school.
We would like to invite anyone from our school
community to come along and join us in Room
35 (please sign in at reception).

EARLY DISMISSAL PROCESS 2021

Are you picking up your child early?
This process is designed to ensure the safety of all children
Parent/Carer or Emergency Contact to see the general office and state the child’s name and class, and
the reason that they are picking the child up early. The office staff will then call for your child to be sent to
the office with their bag. *Children are only to be picked up early if they have a medical appointment or
some other form of appointment or emergency. Students will not be able to leave without a valid
reason being provided to the office*

Parent/Carer or Emergency Contact to provide proof of identity to an office staff member to show that
they are a parent/carer or emergency contact for the child they are picking up.

Student comes to the General Office and is electronically signed out through the Compass Kiosk by the
parent. (no classroom pickup)

Student is dismissed into the care of the parent or designated adult.
Early Dismissals can not be during the following times:
Recess: 11am - 11.30am
Lunch: 1.40pm - 2.20pm

Empathy. Resilience. Responsibility. Respect.
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Parkwood Green Primary
School
Welcome back to the new school year. It’s a new year full of new
opportunities to adopt healthy habits and establish new routines.
Whilst 2020 wasn’t what we had expected, I hope that 2021 is a
year of change for the better.
My hope for all students and families is that we can hit the ground
walking, riding, scooting and skating to school. Let’s leave the car
at home and swap it out for a healthier, more environmental and
economic option by actively travelling to school. For those of you
that live further from school, try walking the last 500 metres or
kilometre to school – every bit of exercise makes a difference!
I’ll be working closely with your school throughout the year and
encourage you all to say hi if you see me on the school grounds,
or please reach out using my email below.
I’ve included in this newsletter two simple resources to help you
get off on the right foot in 2021:
1. A
 list of tips and tricks to help parents help their kids
become more active and to support your school in
promoting riding, walking, scooting and skating to school
2. A
 n active travel checklist that covers everything you
need to know and do to get active
All the best for your first week back at school and I look forward
to meeting as many of you as I can.
Declan Napier
Ride2School Coordinator
declann@bicyclenetwork.com.au

Get involved!

(tips & tricks to)

We know every parent wants to see their child thrive, both mentally and physically!
So how can you support your kids in becoming more active? Check out this list
for inspiration and tips on trying new things at home, getting involved within your
school community and engaging with the Ride2School program.

1. Team up with other

parents to have your
kids active travel to
school together.

6. Put a calendar on

your family fridge
and mark active
travel days into your
weekly schedule.

2. Create a fun ‘walk

& chalk’ route from
home to kid’s school
to prepare them to
travel independently.
3. Speak with other

parents about your
experience riding,
walking, scooting or
skating to school.
4. Lead by example –

ride or walk yourself
to work (if able).
5. Plan ahead to make

it as easy as possible
to ride or walk to
school and arrive on
time. Pack lunches
early, have the
kids sleep in their
uniforms (maybe
not?), whatever
works best for you!

7. Set up some sort of

prompt in your home
as reminder to active
travel (helmets by
the door, magnet
on the fridge) –
somewhere obvious
and unavoidable.
8. Use the trip to

school as an excuse
to start your
morning off the right
way. Adults need at
least 30 minutes of
exercise every day
too, remember?
9. Join or start a

parent’s group
that assists with
implementing
initiatives at school
and communicating
with the
Ride2School team.

10. Each time you

avoid jumping
in the car, put a
dollar in a jar to
help incentive your
family and reward
your efforts at the
end of the month.
11. Check out the

‘Parent Place’ on
the Ride2School
website for some
handy instructional
videos to help you
get started.
12. Spend some time

riding or walking
with your kids
on weekends to
help teach them
the road rules
and build their
confidence on the
bike.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS
Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that exist
beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure that no student
will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for important, educational and fun
activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education State and the Government’s
commitment to breaking the link between a student’s background and their outcomes.
CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS
FUND (CSEF)
School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great
outdoors, excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the
world works and sports teach teamwork, discipline and leadership. All
are part of a healthy curriculum.

HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to
obtain a CSEF application form or download from
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

If you applied for the CSEF at your child's school in
2019, you do not need to complete an application
form in 2020 unless there has been a change in your
family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any
of the following changes have occurred:

new student enrolments; your child has
started or changed schools in 2020 or you
did not apply in 2019.

changed family circumstances; such as a
change of custody, change of name,
concession card number, or new siblings
commencing at the school in 2020.

• $125 for primary school students

Check with the school office if you are unsure.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families
to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary
foster parent, you may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration
category also exists for asylum seeker and refugee families. The
allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to
camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

• $225 for secondary school students

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about the CSEF visit
www.education.vic.gov.au/csef

