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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents & friends of Parkwood Green PS.

Welcome back everyone. It is week one, and we are well and truly into the swing of things. This week
the Grade 6’s attended Anglesea camp. I had the pleasure of attending the camp on Tuesday, and I
must say, besides the cold weather, the kids were having a fantastic time. The benefits of camp are

incredible, and coming off the year we all had last year, allowing our students to re-connect and build
their social skills has never been so important. Camps are great opportunities to develop a wide range
of social skills that strengthen established relationships and create new ones. Seeing the kids take part
in various challenging activities, not only did I witness kids having so much fun, but I witnessed
children developing independence, team building, leadership, and decision-making skills.

Next week our Grade 3’s will be attending Camp Weekaway and our Grade 4’s will be attending Mt
Evelyn YMCA later in August. No doubt all the children will be super excited and cannot wait to attend
their camp.

New build update
I know many of you are wondering what happened to the 10 million dollar funding we received last
year. Well, we are still in the process of working together with DET, the Victorian School Building
Authority (VSBA) and our architects. We are very close to informing the community of what our build
will look like. As you can imagine, it’s a lengthy process and we are instructed to only inform the
school community once everything (design, budget etc) is officially signed off. We are now in the
process of appointing a builder and once everything is approved, I will inform the community of the
final design, plans, commencement date and expected completion date.

I will also run an online community information session to give our families the opportunity to see the
new facilities and ask any questions.

Before and After School Supervision at School
All entry gates will be open from 8:45am for a 9:00am start.
School finishes at 3.20pm for all students; the gates will be open from 3:10pm.
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Just a reminder: staff are on duty from 8:45 am. We request that all students go straight to their
classrooms to get themselves ready for the day rather than playing on the playground or oval (even
with parent supervision). Research shows when students have a ‘soft start’ to their morning, they are
more focused, in tune, and ready for learning. And with the colder weather coming our way, it’s much
warmer in their classrooms.

The school grounds are supervised from 8.45am until 9.00am in the morning and from 3.20pm until

3.35pm in the afternoon.

Children must not arrive before 8.45am and at the end of the day, we kindly request that everyone
has exited by 3.35pm.

2023 Enrolments Open
I wish to advise everyone, that 2023 Foundation enrolments are open. I urge all families with children
reaching school age next year, to enrol now. I am being inundated with requests for enrolment tours
and it seems that once again there is much interest from new families wanting to join our school
community. We also encourage and welcome enrolments for all year levels too. If you know any local
families that would like to join a fabulous school, please give our school a recommendation.
To book a school tour or get an Enrolment Form, please email kelly.monaghan@education.vic.gov.au.

Student Attendance
Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students' learning, longer term life outcomes,
attendance at school and appropriate participation in education programs. It is crucial that students
develop habits of regular attendance at an early age. Absence from school means that learning
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student achievement. We encourage
all students to attend school regularly and on time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom

instruction. It is recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holidays where
possible.

Kind regards,
Bobby Kotevski
PRINCIPAL
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Fundraising News
Cookie Dough
Our Cookie Dough has arrived and is busily being organised for pick up between 3:30pm and 5pm
Thursday 14th July from the Learning Centre. We thank everyone who has placed an order and
contributed to our fundraising efforts.
Father's Day Stall

Our Father's day stall will be held on Thursday 1st September this year. Gifts will be $5 each
and order forms will go out later in the Term to students. We will update you via Compass when notes
go out.
Volunteers
Interested in volunteering for different fundraising events? Please leave your contact details with Kelly
at the office or email her at kelly.monaghan@education.vic.gov.au

Year 6 Camp
This Monday 11th July the Year 6 students attended the YMCA Anglesea Recreation Camp for 3 days.
The students participated in a range of fun, adventurous activities over the 3 days including; surfing,
mountain bike riding, giant swing, a vertical climb, crate stacks, environmental chase and radio
rogaine. The giant swing was definitely a student favourite on the trip!
The students really enjoyed the meals that were supplied on the camp. They ate butter chicken and
pasta for dinner, enjoyed cereal and toast for breakfast and delicious wraps for lunch.
Luckily the weather held out and students were able to enjoy these fun filled days full of activities.
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Administration Reminders
Early Dismissals:
If you need to book in appointments for your child, please book
them outside of school hours where possible. We have noticed a
large number of students leaving early over the past few weeks.
We understand that some appointments can not be made out of
school hours, however we do ask that families try to arrange out

of hours appointments where at all possible.
Missing 1 or 2 days a week of school doesn’t seem like much, but
1 day off per fortnight equals to 1.5 years in
total missed by the time a child finishes year 12.
‘Be a part, from the start. Set the trend, be here until the end’.

KITCHEN GARDEN NEWS
Grade 4 students have finished their KG program and thoroughly
enjoyed all aspects of the ‘grow, harvest, prepare and share’
philosophy.

In

the

Kitchen

students

learnt

to

read

and

understanding recipes, prepare ingredients, cook, share a meal and
clean up! In the Garden students loved digging, planting, watering,
harvesting and caring for our lovely chickens.

We hope they

continue this learning at home.
Semester 2 welcomes the Grade 3 students to the program. There
will be lots to learn over the next 12 months and we’re looking

forward to teaching the many skills students will need to be
successful gardeners and cooks.
Volunteer notes for Grade 3 classes are being distributed to those
families, though if anyone in the larger school community is
interested in assisting students and supporting the program please
get in touch with the office or email Andrea on:
andrea.houlden@education.vic.gov.au – we’d love your help!
Many thanks, Andrea & Silvio

