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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and friends of Parkwood Green,
Welcome to Term 4. Last week has certainly tested us, with adjusting to daylight savings and extreme
weather conditions and our Grade 5 camp. Having visited classrooms during the week it’s been
pleasing to see our students settling straight back into their learning with ease. Camps are great

opportunities to develop a wide range of social skills that strengthen established relationships and
create new ones. Children taking part in various challenging activities, not only is it fun, but it
develops children independence, team building, leadership, and decision-making skills. We were very
lucky that we had beautiful warm and sunny weather as the rest of the week was pouring rain.

2023 Planning
This is the term where we work through the detailed planning for the 2023 school year. As a staff we
have begun working on; assessments in preparation for student report writing, formulating future

class placements, teaching program evaluations and 2023 program budget requests. Along with this,
we will be doing a lot of work to unpack the recently implemented Victorian Government Schools
Agreement. This determines the working conditions of all teachers and education support staff moving
forward.
Last week you would have received a Compass notification about 2023 friendship preferences. Over
the coming days, you may talk to your child/ren about the three friendship preferences they may like
to choose (students who work well and make good choices within the classroom). If you have
requests regarding groupings or friendship issues (past and present), please submit them in writing to

me at robert.kotevski@education.vic.gov.au by Friday, 14th October 2022.
Classroom teachers spend many hours over several weeks creating new classes. It is important to
recognise that many factors are taken into account when these classes are being created; they include
academic levels of students, friendship groupings, friendship issues, supporting students with diverse
needs and teacher judgements.
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All requests will be considered but not guaranteed. In the case that a child does not receive at least 1
of their friendship preferences, a phone call will be made to let the family know.

Parent Opinion Survey
I would like to thank those families who took the time to complete the Parent Opinion Survey by the
end of last term. This year we received a 11% response rate, or 52 responses from 492 invitations,
that is a nice increase on previous years. This a very low response which will make it very difficult to
gauge a true indication of how our parents feel. Once the data is received, I will be sharing this data in
more detail with staff and School Council to examine what we are doing well and what areas we need
to improve in.

Enrolments for 2023
Last week we issued letters of offer to the families who have enrolled with us for next year and have
since had a flood of emails to confirm their acceptance. This allows families to accept and confirm their
place with us, which in turn enables us to begin finalising staffing requirements, grade structures and

class sizes for next year. As such, it is important that those who have not yet enrolled, do so as
quickly as possible. Please call the office on 9449 3600 to arrange an enrolment tour as soon as
possible. On the other hand, if you are an existing family at PGPS and do not expect your children to
be attending our school in 2023, as you may be moving house or school, please advise the office in
writing as soon as possible if you have not already done so.

Foundation enrolments for next year are still being taken. Children must celebrate their fifth birthday
by 30th April 2023 to be eligible for school. Parents are required to supply the following information
when enrolling:

•

Proof of residence in Hillside

•

Proof of age (birth certificate or passport)

•

Immunisation certificate.
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Sun Smart Term 4
Our school is a Sun Smart School, and all students are required to wear a school hat in Term 4 to help
protect them from the sun. Sunscreen is also available in every classroom for children to apply before
they go outside. Hats are also required to be worn when outside. Please make sure your child brings
their hat to school or they will be asked to sit in a shaded area.

Parent/Family Contact Details
Please ensure your contact details are up to date at all times. If you change your mobile phone

number or move to another address, please let the office know as soon as possible.

Stay safe everyone.
Bobby Kotevski
Principal
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Welcome back to Term 4 students and families. I hope everyone had a restful break and enjoyed
some quality time together with loved ones. I enjoyed catching up with friends, walking my two
sausage dogs Frankie and Barnie and most importantly, a sleep in! We have a busy term coming up as
the end of the year is fast approaching and we begin making plans and preparing for next year.

World Teacher’s Day
Australia will celebrate the teaching profession on World Teachers’ Day on Friday 28 October 2022.
Our teachers have shown great resilience during challenging times, all so they can give our students
the best future possible.
Hats off to teachers this World Teachers’ Day! We are encouraging students, their families and the
community to celebrate our teachers. What do teachers mean to you? Keep this date in mind and let a
teacher know what they mean to you.

PAGE 5

Responsibility

Empathy

Resilience

Respect

Grade 5 Mount Evelyn Camp
The Grade 5 students started the term at Mount Evelyn. Unlike the heavy rain we are currently
experiencing, we were very lucky to have blue skies and sunshine whilst away at camp! We had an
amazing time and it was wonderful to see all our students take personal risks with the ‘Challenge by
choice’ camp activities. Our students had complete ownership over all the challenges; they chose how
high, how many or how often for all the activities. The Giant Swing was by far the most popular and
thrilling activity, Archery required some serious concentration and many were challenged by the Low

and High Ropes course. It was a privilege to see all our students working fantastically together as
teams.

The

Initiatives

and

Crate

Stack

activities

required

solving

problems

together

and

communicating effectively with their peers.
Whilst at camp, the students and teachers also played numerous games of GaGa (an Israeli version of
dodgeball). The rules were easy to learn, it was a fun way to be active and the grade 5 students are
keen and want to request for Parkwood Green to have our very own GaGa pit! It wasn’t very fun when
they all decided to get the teacher’s out first though!
Our first night activity was a nature walk. All rugged up and with torches in hand, we ventured off,
surrounded by trees and plants, it was pretty fun climbing over and walking under some giant logs
and keeping off the muddy paths, which we all managed to do. The second night, the teachers hosted
trivia! Teams of students had the opportunity to share their general knowledge, showcase their hidden
talents and my personal favourite, was the jokes round, to see who could tell the funniest jokes and
make the teachers laugh. Everyone returned last Wednesday pretty tired from all the activities, but it
was a pretty amazing experience.
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The first three days of Term 4 were fun-filled for many of our Grade 5 students who attended the Mt
Evelyn Camp. Students were able to use the ‘Challenge by Choice’ philosophy when participating in a
number of activities, including the Giant Swing, Archery, Crate Stack, High Ropes, Initiatives and Low
Ropes. It was great to see all of the students encouraging each other and enjoying themselves.
“The Giant Swing was really fun.” – Hudson
“The food was really nice and the activities were really fun.”- Lara
“The Crate Stack was challenging because you had to hold onto the crates and you had to have a lot
of core strength when you were on the top so that you did not fall off. Camp was really fun.”- Ethan
“The activities were challenging and fun. My favourite activity was the Giant Swing.”- Isabel
“Camp was really fun. I made a lot of connections with other Grade 5 students and made new
friends.”- Zento
All of the students had an amazing time on their very first school camping experience.
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GRADE 3 FLYING
BOOKWORM INCURSION
On Monday 10th October the Grade 3’s participated in the Flying Bookworm
Storytelling Incursion. This incursion allowed the students to experience a range of

live action storytelling and allowed students to see some of the many ways that
stories can be performed. Some students were selected to participate on stage. It
was nice to see all the students getting involved and having a lot of fun.
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Administration Reminders
We received notification of changes from the SMILE SQUAD
program that the anticipated date for dental treatment at
Parkwood Green in 2022 has been temporarily suspended due to
unforeseen circumstances.
As a gesture of good faith, Smile Squad have provided their
agencies details if your child requires treatment at IPC HEALTH St
Albans over the summer holidays.
IPC HEALTH – 1 Andrea Street St Albans

Please contact DENTAL DEPARTMENT on 1300 472 432 or SMILE
SQUAD 0491 095 650 and advise the operator that you are a
patient of Smile Squad from Parkwood Green Primary School
Program.
Smile Squad are hoping to lock in a date with Parkwood Green in
2023.

BOOK FAIR SUCCESS
Thank you to all Parkwood Green families for supporting our
Book Fair last term. The library will receive $2,140 in
commission from the final sales. These funds will go towards
new books for our classrooms and library.

