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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and friends of Parkwood Green PS,
Once again, we have COVID-19 and influenza present in Victoria, and with that, there will be a degree
of angst from staff, students and parents. At this stage, we advise you to follow DET advice and
regularly monitor your Compass feed for further updates. I understand and acknowledge that it can be
difficult to stay up to date with all the changes, but as a community, we need to do our best to stick
together and stay on top of this to ensure that we are all safe. Again, I thank everyone for your
continued support and understanding.

Staffing
We continue to have difficulty in getting CRTs to cover teacher absences. Unfortunately, we are still
forced to split some grades as a result. This is not our preferred option. This shortage of available
teachers has also impacted our ability to replace teachers going on long term leave or moving to other
schools.
Natalie Edwards our current year 3-6 Learning Specialist will be teaching 5AD from Monday to

Friday until we are able to successfully appoint a permanent teacher.
We have advertised a position since the end of last term, and have been unable to appoint someone
due to the state wide shortages of teaching staff. The position has been readvertised and we thank all
our families, staff and students for their patience and understanding as we continue the recruiting
process and work towards ensuring all the children in 5AD continue to have stability and a positive
learning experiences at school.
Nat commenced on Monday and the class will continue to work closely with 5EE. I thank Nat for her
unwavering support and commitment to our students. Thanks Nat!

COVID Positive Students
We continue to have a few students daily testing positive to COVID-19. Further RAT tests have been
sent home with students, and we ask that if your child does test positive that you ring the school
office and inform us so that we can code these absences correctly and inform the classroom teacher.
If you feel your child requires further work whilst they isolate, a learning plan is on Compass or please
contact your classroom teacher via Compass.
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Covid Vaccine Presentation / Q&A Session & Covid Vaccination Clinic
Parkwood Green Primary School is hosting a COVID-19 vaccination clinic where children aged 5 to 11
years can get vaccinated in a safe, welcoming environment.
Nurses from Taylors Hills Medical Clinic will running a parent Covid Vaccine Presentation / Q&A Session
on Thursday 2nd June from 2.30pm – 4.30pm in our Learning Centre. All families are welcome to
attend. (Appointment book will be available for parents to book in one on one with a nurse).
A Covid Vaccination Clinic will be held on Saturday 18th June from 2pm – 5pm in the Learning

Centre. Medical staff and experienced immunisers will be on hand to make your child’s vaccination a
positive and comfortable experience. Children aged 5 to 11 will receive a smaller dose of the Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccine and eligible parents and guardians can also receive their booster doses (Govt
funded and Private) at the same time.

Rapid Antigen Test Kits
If you need a RAT kit for your child, please come to the office and ask for a box. Rapid antigen testing
will continue to be voluntary but strongly encouraged for all students and staff.

2023 Foundation Enrolments Open
I wish to advise everyone, that 2023 Foundation enrolments are open. I urge all families with children
reaching school age next year, to enrol now. I am being inundated with requests for enrolment tours
and it seems that once again there is much interest from new families wanting to join our school
community. We also encourage and welcome enrolments for all year levels too. If you know any local
families that would like to join a fabulous school, please give our school a recommendation.
Enrolment forms or tours can be arranged by contacting Kelly in the office.

NAPLAN

NAPLAN for all students in Grades 3 and 5 have now finished. 2022 signals the last year that NAPLAN
will be held in May, with future assessment being undertaken in late March, from 2023 onwards.
Hopefully this will mean the results of the tests will be provided to schools and parents a lot earlier.
Currently we expect the reporting of NAPLAN results to parents and schools to take place in October.
Well done to all our students, we are super proud of their efforts.

PAGE 2

Responsibility

Empathy

Resilience

Respect

Election Day BBQ
A huge thank you to all our wonderful parent and staff volunteers who helped on Election Day. The
grills were hot, and the drinks were cold! It was a great day, and we raised over $1,000. Money raised
will be going to purchase outdoor classroom furniture for new outdoor learning spaces coming next
term. We will have our JSC assist us in deciding what furniture we would like in our outdoor learning
classrooms. Below is a few examples of what the furniture may look like.

Examples of possible outdoor learning furniture

Take care and stay safe everyone.
Bobby Kotevski - Principal
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Student Led Conferences
Student Led Conferences will be held in the last week of this term on Wednesday 22nd June which will
be a student free day. This day is an opportunity for students to share what they are proud of in their
learning to their families and teachers. We look forward to having families onsite and for students to

share their learning.
Bookings via Compass will be open next week for families to book in a time between 12:00-7:00pm.
National Simultaneous Storytime
As part of Education Week last week, all students at our school joined thousands of children in
libraries, child care, schools and kindergartens across the country to read the wonderful picture book

Family Tree. This sweet book written by Josh Pyke and illustrated by Ronojoy Ghosh is a heartfelt
celebration of family, community and the seasons of life to cherish and share. Some classes read the
story online and others had either Mr Kotevski or I reading the book to the students.

Calm Club
Did you know at Parkwood Green we run a lunchtime Calm Club for students? This club alongside our
other lunch clubs are a great opportunity for students to engage in different activities during break
times. If you think your child would benefit from attending Calm Club, please let your child’s class
teacher know and we can support and encourage them to attend.
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Mixed Interschool Sports Footy
On the 13th and 20th May at Town Centre Ovals 1 and 2, Parkwood Green Primary School played
Interschool Sports AFL. There were both boys and girls playing in all the games for Parkwood Green.
We played 5 games and we were good enough to make the grand final. The captain for Parkwood
Green was James W.

On day one, Parkwood Green’s first game was at 10am against Springside. At the end of the first half
the scores were 13 to 6 in favour of Parkwood Green. By the end of the game Parkwood Green had
won the game 33 to 6 with Parkwood’s top goal scorers being Liam T and Zac R tied with 2 goals
each.

The next game for Parkwood Green was against Brookside. In the first half Brookside flexed their
muscles and won the first half 34 to zero. Parkwood Green were down on confidence but that didn’t
mean they weren’t going to put up a fight. In the last half Parkwood Green came out firing but it didn’t
show on the scoreboard. Brookside went on to win the game 35 to 1.

The last game of the day for Parkwood Green they were playing a strong outfit in Taylor’s Hill but after
what happened in the last game, Parkwood Green wanted a win. After the first half you could tell it
was shaping up to be a very close game with the scores being 12 to 8 going Parkwood Green’s way.
In the last half Taylor’s Hill had repeat forward 50 entries and put an enormous amount of pressure on
the Parkwood Green defence. It was very, very tight and in the end the game ended in a draw with
the scores being 16 to 16. The top goal scorer for Parkwood Green was the only goal scorer, Isaac C
who did an amazing job for Parkwood Green in the forward line kicking 2 goals.

Day 2 and this day meant a lot for Parkwood Green with a chance at making it to the grand final. They
were just a few games away.
Parkwood Green’s first game of the day was against Christ the Priest, In the first half, Parkwood Green
were clearly dominating with the scores at this stage being 29 to 0 going Parkwood Green’s way. In
the second half they played even better with the end score being 66 to zero. The top scorer for the
game were: 2nd: Jayden H with 6 goals. 1st: Zac R with 9 goals.
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Our 2nd game was our last game unless we made the grand final. We played Creekside. At half time it
looked like another domination by Parkwood Green with the scores being 27 to 0. It might not sound
like much but Parkwood Green were dominating all around the ground. At the end of the game
Parkwood Green absolutely thumped Creekside with the end scores being 72 to 0. The top goal scorer
was Zac R kicking 4 goals but there was a good spread of goals all around the team. We gave
ourselves every chance to play in the grand final.

After watching and waiting very nervously, the news finally came that we were playing in the grand
final against Brookside. Everybody was pumped but still very nervous. Whoever wins the game will go
through to play other schools.

It’s time for the big game and Brookside showed early dominance and showed that they were there
for the fight. The scores at half time were 27 to 0. Brookside looked like favourites to win this game
but Parkwood Green didn’t drop their heads. At the end of the 2nd half, you could tell Parkwood Green
were still fighting hard but it wasn’t enough to get them over the line losing the game 43 to 1.
Everyone was a bit flat but we were still proud of ourselves for make it this far.
Top three goal scorers for all six games:

3rd: Isaac C, I J, Liam T each with 4 goals.
2nd: Jayden H with 6 goals.
1st: Zac R with 9 goals.
James W (captain) & Zac R
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GRADE 5 NEWS
Throughout Term 1 and 2, the students in Grade 5 have been exploring the Inquiry topic of ‘How
Australia Became a Nation’. The students have learnt about the conditions in England before 1788 and
the events that lead to the First Fleet. The students were also involved in exploring texts and videos
that detailed early Colonial life and some significant people and events from this time.

Over

the

past

several

weeks,

the

students

have

conducted

their

own

research

on

a

significant person, place, item or event. The students were able to choose how they wanted to present
their information. Some students chose to create a book, a video, a poster or even a diorama. They
have all worked extremely hard to produce some eye catching and detailed displays.
The students in 5EE and 5AD had an opportunity to share their work with their peers through a
Gallery Walk. The students prepared their displays for the class and then the students actively
provided feedback on each piece of work. Here are some pictures of some of the final products from
5EE, 5AD, 5JG and 5AC.
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Administration Reminders
Early Dismissals: If you need to book in an appointment for your
child, please book them outside of school hours where possible. We
have noticed a large number of students leaving early over the past
few weeks.
We understand that some appointments can not be made out of
school hours, however we do ask that families try to arrange out of

hours appointments where at all possible.
Missing 1 or 2 days a week of school doesn’t seem like much, but 1
day off per fortnight equals to 1.5 years in total missed by the time
a child finishes year 12.
‘Be a part, from the start. Set the trend, be here until the end’.

Grade 1 Safety
Water Talk
Finishing off the Grade 1 swimming program, Paul Sadler
Swimland staff and their mascot Swordy visited the students to
give them a water safety talk!
The students were so excited to have Swordy visit to share his
knowledge on the importance of safety around water.
Some students even drew portraits of Swordy once he left!

