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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents & friends of Parkwood Green PS.
It's week four, and we’re well and truly into the swing of things. Term 2 is a shorter term than usual
this year, only 9 weeks. Teachers will ensure they make the most of this time in classrooms as they
work through their assessment and reporting obligations. To ensure your child is learning and can

complete their assessments, it is very important that students are at school, on time, every day.
Classrooms are opened at 8.45am so students can unpack their bags, change their take-home books
and be ready to start to learn. Rolls are marked and learning begins at 9.00am.

NAPLAN
Over the past two weeks our Grade 3 and 5 students commenced their National Assessment Program
– Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual national assessment for all students in Years 3,
5, 7, and 9. The tests provide parents and schools with an understanding of how individual students
are performing at the time of the tests. They also provide schools, states and territories with

information about how education programs are working and which areas need to be prioritised for
improvement. NAPLAN tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and reporting process, and
do not replace the extensive, ongoing assessments made by our teachers about each student’s
performance.

We are all very proud of our Grade 3 and 5 students and we wish them all the very best. I thank our
teachers and education support for all their hard work preparing for the assessments. Later in the
year, all parents will receive their child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will outline their skills in
the areas assessed. The report will show how their child performed in relation to the national student
performance.

Mother’s Day Stall
Thank you to all the volunteers who made it possible for our students to attend the Mother’s Day stall
and purchase a gift for their mums or other significant females in their lives.
All students are provided an opportunity to purchase gifts from the stall and utilise their mathematics
learning by using money and working out total costs and change provided. We hope the day was a
special one for all families.
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Before and After School Supervision at School
All entry gates will be open from 8:45am for a 9:00am start.
School finishes at 3.20pm for all students; the gates will be open from 3:10pm.
Just a reminder: staff are on duty from 8:45 am. We request that all students go straight to their
classrooms to get themselves ready for the day rather than playing on the playground or oval (even
with parent supervision). Research shows when students have a ‘soft start’ to their morning, they are
more focused, in tune, and ready for learning. And with the colder weather coming our way, it’s much

warmer in their classrooms.
The school grounds are supervised from 8.45am until 9.00am in the morning and from 3.20pm until
3.35pm in the afternoon.
Children must not arrive before 8.45am and at the end of the day, we kindly request that everyone
has exited by 3.35pm.

National Walk to School Day
Friday 20th May (tomorrow) is National Walk Safely to School Day. National Walk Safely to School Day
(WSTSD) is an annual event when all Primary School children will be encouraged to participate by

walking and commuting safely to school. It is a community event seeking to promote Road Safety,
Health, Public Transport and the Environment.
It would be great if you could encourage your child to walk to school tomorrow, even if only part of
the way.

Education Week
Education Week is fast approaching, and the theme is Celebrating 150 years of public education.
Celebrations will be held from 23rd-27th May. Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate
the strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government education sector.

Some activities happening in the school that week include classroom open morning, special person’s
morning, National Simultaneous Storytime, and Parkwood Green Pre School visit. Please check
Compass for more details coming soon.

Common Professional Practice Day Friday 27th May: NO students to attend school
Just a reminder to all parents that Friday the 27th of May is our agreed Common Professional Practice
Day. Students will not be required to attend school on this day. Big Childcare will be open for anyone
who wishes to use their service.
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2023 Enrolments Open
I wish to advise everyone, that 2023 Foundation enrolments are open. I urge all families with children
reaching school age next year, to enrol now. I am being inundated with requests for enrolment tours
and it seems that once again there is much interest from new families wanting to join our school
community. We also encourage and welcome enrolments for all year levels too. If you know any local
families that would like to join our fabulous school, please give our school a recommendation.
Enrolment forms or tours can be collected or made via our school office.

Student Attendance
Research demonstrates a strong correlation between students' learning, longer term life outcomes,
attendance at school and appropriate participation in education programs. It is crucial that students
develop habits of regular attendance at an early age. Absence from school means that learning
opportunities are reduced and this can ultimately lead to poorer student achievement. We encourage
all students to attend school regularly and on time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom
nstruction. It is recommended that family holidays should be taken during school holiday where
possible.

AGM (Annual General Meeting)
We would like to warmly invite all interested members of our community to attend the Parkwood
Green PS AGM which is being held on Monday 23rd of May at 5.00pm in the schools Learning Centre.
The Governing Council and the school principal work together to develop the future directions for the
school as well as monitoring and reporting progress to continually enhance the performance of the
school and the achievement of its students. This meeting is open to everyone.

Parent/Family Contact Details

If you are moving to a new house or changing your phone number, please ensure your contact details
are up to date at all times by notifying the office or updating these changes in Compass. This enables
us to contact you if necessary.

Kind regards,
Bobby Kotevski
PRINCIPAL
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MCG EXCURSION
Last week the Grade 4 students visited the MCG as a celebration of our Inquiry unit ‘What keeps us
well?’. Students were taken on a tour of the famous ground, spent time exploring the museum and
participating in activities in the Game On activity centre. A highlight was meeting Olympian Dean
Puller, a bronze medallist at the Sydney Olympic Games. Dean spoke to the students about keeping

healthy and active and displaying resilience when faced with challenges. Students even got to hold his
Olympic medal! Everyone had a great day!
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Fundraising News
Our Cookie Dough Fundraiser is now open for orders with some amazing prizes to win.
Here’s a helpful guide to get you started.
How do we create a Fundraising Page? Creating a fundraising page is easy!

1. Visit www.australianfundraising.com.au and click the
“Cookie Dough Login” button on the home page. Then
click the register button to fundraise on the
cybersafe, Billy G’s Cookie Dough platform.
2.

Choose your goals and create a unique avatar!

3. Place your order using the “Order Now” button and
share your fundraising page with your family and
friends via the “Share” section so they can start buying
some yummy cookie dough. Easy!

Election BBQ
Saturday 21st May 8am - 2pm.
Come along and support our Fundraising Team with a
democracy sausage. Egg and bacon rolls will also be available
for those early voters. We look forward to seeing our school

community!

Parkwood Green Fundraising Team
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Administration Reminders
Parent Payments Reminder
This is just a friendly reminder about parent payments for
2022.
This year we are encouraging families to make all payments
through our Compass Parent Portal where possible. Cash
payments will still be accepted where needed, however it is
encouraged to go directly through Compass where possible

first. Compass will then send through a digital receipt of your
payment directly to your email once you pay online.
To view the Parent Payment Arrangements please refer to
Compass or our School Website.

If you have any further queries regarding our Parent
Payments, please speak to one of the office staff.

SPECIALIST NEWS
Box City - what a way to start our Grade 3&4 Term 2 science
sessions. Students had the opportunity to be part of discussing
the West Gate Tunnel Project, including how and why it is being
constructed. They worked collaboratively to determine what are
important components of a city, and then constructed their very
own box city. They included tunnels, trains, roads, a hospital,
school, shops (of many types), homes and even an airport. Great

to see the students linking their learning and STEAM to real life
situations.

