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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and guardians,

We are now well into the 2023 planning phase. Last week we appointed Monique Lumsden as our
Acting Assistant Principal to commence in 2023. I’m sure you will join me in congratulating Monique
on her appointment. We look forward to Monique’s exemplar leadership to ensure we continue to
deliver high academic success and a positive school culture. We also have a few classroom teacher
positions that need to be filled and we are currently working through the recruitment process. There is
a massive shortage of teachers across Victoria which is making it very difficult to fill positions. Fingers
crossed we don’t have any major issues filling positions but I’m also realistic that the process will be
challenging. I will inform the school community of any staffing appointments as they come through.

Foundation Transition
We have continued to have students from both our kinder and other local kinders visit us this term.
Last Friday we welcomed our very excited Foundation students to our school with the commencement

of our Transition Program. If you have a Foundation child starting here at PGPS next year, please
ensure they are enrolled ASAP so that they do not miss out on this important transition.

Parent/Family Contact Details
Please ensure your contact details are up to date at all times. If you change your mobile phone
number or move to another address, please let the office know as soon as possible.

Sun Smart Term 4
Our school is a Sun Smart School, and all students are required to wear a school hat in Term 4 to help
protect them from the sun. Sunscreen is also available in every classroom for children to apply before
they go outside.

Hats are also required to be worn when outside. Please make sure your child brings their hat to school
or they will be asked to sit in a shaded area.
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School Shade Sails Installed
As mentioned in previous newsletters, we were lucky to be granted $25,000 to cover the cost of two
shade sails which will be located beside the Grade 4 and 5 portable area. Late last week we finally had
the sunshades installed and they look amazing! We will now work closely with our students and our
Fundraising/Grounds committees to select and purchase purposefully and engaging outdoor classroom
furniture. Again, a big thank you to our Fundraising Committee who have kindly offered to contribute
money raised through past events.

COVID-19 Isolation Requirements Have Changed
The Victorian Government has announced the end of the Pandemic Declaration and associated
Pandemic Orders.
The following settings, based on advice from the Department of Health, apply from 11.59pm on
Wednesday 12 October 2022.

It is strongly recommended that students:
•

who test positive to COVID-19 stay home and isolate for 5 days.

•

should not attend school after 5 days if still symptomatic.

•

who are symptomatic but have not tested positive should not attend school.

•

advise the school of the COVID-19 positive test result.

Where students become symptomatic at school they should:
•

be collected by their parents/carers.

•

undergo testing for COVID-19.
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Reporting Positive COVID-19 Test Results
The Department of Health recommends that a person who tests positive for COVID-19 should inform
those with whom they have recently been in contact, including their workplace, schools and
household.
Parents and carers will therefore be asked to continue to report positive student COVID-19 cases using
the VicED COVID Tool.

Where a parent/carer informs the school by phone or written notification, the school should complete
the Schools COVID Case Management Tool.

Face Masks
Staff and students who wish to wear a face mask should be supported to do so, and schools should
continue to make face masks available for staff, students and visitors.

The Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who is a close contact
of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 when leaving home.

Additionally, the Department of Health recommends that masks should be worn by a person who has
COVID-19, for at least 7 days after a positive test, when they need to leave home.

Have a great week and let’s hope we start to see some better weather,
Bobby Kotevski
Principal
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
School Community Library
Parkwood Green are excited to have our own school community library to
share our love of books and reading with our local community. You may
have noticed our new libraries at the front and also the back entrance of

the school. We invite all our families to peruse and borrow a book and to
also leave a book to share with others. We value the importance of
literacy skills and our aim is to connect our students and local community
members with a love for reading!

Flood Relief Fundraiser
I am proud to share that our school raised $981.70 in funds for families currently affected by the
floods. Last Friday, our Junior School Council organised for a casual clothes day and all our students

and families had the opportunity to donate a gold coin. Thank you for your contributions and well done
on a shared effort in supporting GIVIT to provide for those in need. Also a big thanks to our SRC!

Volunteers Morning Tea
A big thank you to all our families and individuals who have volunteered throughout this year and over
the years at our school. Your support does not go unnoticed and we are privileged to partner with
families to provide excellent learning opportunities for all our students. We acknowledge the time
taken out of your commitments to volunteer for our programs such as Kitchen classes, excursions,

camps, library support or in the classrooms and it makes such a difference for our students. We
hosted a Volunteer’s Morning Tea last Friday to say thank you and it was lovely to celebrate
all together. We look forward to continuing this partnership next year!
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Year 4 RRRR Classroom Spotlight
This term during Respectful Relationships sessions, Year 4 students have been focusing on Topic 6:
Help Seeking. Students have participated in various scenario-based lessons where they worked
collaboratively discussing the importance of seeking help from peers and adults and developing
different strategies to seek help when feeling worried about a situation or feeling unsafe.
For the reminder of the term, students will be covering topics 7 and 8 (Gender & Identity and Positive
Gender Relations). These weekly, age-appropriate lessons help students learn and practice social skills
and apply them in a positive way to learning, life and relationships.

FOUNDATION BREAKFAST
On Wednesday 26th October the Foundation students came to school in their pjs and had a breakfast
together with their friends in the Learning Centre. This was an opportunity to celebrate all their
learning and prepare themselves for swimming by learning to get dressed by themselves.
“I liked to eat the cereal.” Amreen FMP
“My favourite part was eating the toast.” Dylan FTB
“I liked the breakfast because it had cereal.” Hanna FLP
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Year 5 Treasury Building Excursion
On Thursday 3rd of November the Grade 5 students went to the Treasury Building. Throughout Term 3
and 4, the students had been exploring in Inquiry topic of 'How do we lead the Way?'. They learnt
about European settlement and the early years of life in Melbourne leading up to the Federation in
1901.
On the excursion the students participated in a tour of the Old Treasury Building and joined in a

Melbourne Walk focusing Melbourne's early history through buildings, culture, identity and people.
They learnt about key events that impacted modern day government and politics. We were very
grateful to have beautiful weather while the students ate their lunch in the Treasury Gardens.
Here are some reflections from some of the students that attended:
Madina 5AD: I learnt that Melbourne was called ‘smellbourne’ because of the smelly air and I also
learnt that Melbourne wanted to split up instead of federating because they had lots of gold.
Isabel 5TV: I learnt that every Tuesday the Governor of Victoria comes to the Old Treasury Building
for a meeting. On the Melbourne walk we visited Parliament House I liked the stair case.
Rafael 5EE: I learnt about the gold rush and what happened in Australia before and after Federation. I
learn about the Eureka stockade and how miners protested about the mining licence and how Charles
Hotham sent police down there and police and miners were killed.
William 5JG: I learnt that the treasury building was used to store gold and it is stilled used for
meeting. There was a person called William who made a water fountain by the Treasury Building.
Mila 5AC: I learnt when gold was discovered. I also learnt that the suffragettes used their clothes as
flags.
Thank you to the staff at the Treasury Building and our Guides for the Melbourne walk for sharing your
knowledge with us. Thank you also to the parent helpers who volunteered to come along and help us
on the day. Your help was greatly appreciated.

PAGE 7

ART NEWS
•
Hello to all Parkwood Green community members,
Wow, the year has just flown by! We have been very busy bees making and learning in the Art rooms.
Grade 2’s have been completing “wearable art” and their constructions are so imaginative and detailed.
Congrats to all year 2’s who have completed their constructions.
Foundation and Grade 1’s have been completing some lovely Textile works which they have painted to
become mixed Media works. It has been lovely to see them enjoying learning stitching techniques! Well

done Parkwood Green Artists. Keep being Creative!

