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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear Parents and friends of Parkwood Green,
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 2022 tests, for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9
students begins soon. All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN tests. Should your child be unable to
participate in the assessment, please see your child’s teacher. We encourage all of our students to strive to
achieve their personal best in preparation and during these tests.

Our NAPLAN schedule for 2022
Tuesday 10th May

Wednesday 11th May

Thursday 12th May

Friday 13th May

Grade 3

Grade 5

Grade 3

Grade 5

Writing

Writing

Reading

Writing

Monday 16th May

Tuesday 17th May

Grade 3

Grade 5

Language

Language

Conventions

Conventions

Wednesday

Thursday

18th May

19th May

Grade 3

Grade 5

Maths

Maths

Friday 20th May

Catch up

What is NAPLAN?
The National Assessment Program–Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual national assessment for all
students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9. All students in these year levels participate in tests in Reading, Writing, Language
Conventions (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and Numeracy.
If your child is involved in the testing, it is important they are supported in the following ways;
·Ensuring they are well rested and have had a good night’s sleep
·Ensuring they eat healthy meals and snacks
·Ensuring they engage in some exercise like walking or riding their bikes
·By re-assuring your child to remain positive, calm and do to their personal best
Later in the year, parents will receive their child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will outline their child’s
skills in the areas assessed. The report will show how their child performed in relation to the national student
performance.

Parents need to be aware that although NAPLAN provides an insight into your child’s academic performance it is
based on performance on one day and during one assessment. For a more complete assessment of your child’s
progress and abilities, as always we encourage parents/carers to speak with the child’s teacher.
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Early Arrivals
We care about your child’s safety. Students should not be arriving to school prior to 8:45am and left in the school
yard unattended. Teachers are not required on duty until 8:45am thus; we do not have anyone on duty until
8:45am. Parents are requested to book children into Big Childcare before school care or make other
arrangements if care is needed before or after school. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.

Uniform
As the term comes to an end, we will start to see the arrival of some cooler weather. Please ensure your children
are dressed in warm, school approved uniform. The School Council Policy of Parkwood Green PS states that
uniform is compulsory for all students. It is important that parents are vigilant in ensuring students’ appearance
reflects the expectations of the school community. We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that a high
standard of uniform is maintained.

Harmony Week
This week is Harmony Week, where we celebrate how our differences enrich our lives.
On Friday the 25th of March, we encourage students and staff to dress in traditional dress or orange, the colour
that signifies social communication, peace and harmony.
Unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are unable to have parents on site or share food, therefore
students will not be able to bring traditional dishes to share amongst the class. Fingers crossed we can next year!

Happy Harmony Week everyone!

School Council
Our new School Council met for the first time on Monday 21st March. New office bearers for 2022 were elected
and Jocelyn Brabin was elected as the School Council President. School Council also co-opted Tracey Ridsdale and
Luan Walker to the vacant 12-month vacancies. The new School Council will work together to ensure our school
continues to progress and provide a high-quality education for all of our students.
The new school council is as follows:
Jocelyn Brabin (Parent) School Council President

Luan Walker (Parent)

Lesley Anderson (Parent) Vice President

Julie Harman (Parent)

Tracey Ridsdale (Parent) Treasurer

Bobby Kotevski (DET)

Vidya Subramanian (Parent)

Natalie Edwards (DET)

Gulsem Islay (Parent)

Elyse Edwards (DET)

Nicole Tyrell (Parent)
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Foundation Enrolment 2023
We have begun taking Foundation enrolments for 2023 so that we may begin to plan the Foundation transition
program. If you have any children who will be attending Parkwood Green in 2023, please call or visit the school to
arrange a tour and receive enrolment information as soon as possible.

School Shade Sail Fund
As students returned to school on-site under the Roadmap to Deliver the National Plan, schools are required to
increase fresh air flow into indoor spaces whenever possible and to maximise the use of outdoor learning areas or
environments. The School Shade Sails Fund (the Fund) provides grants to schools for shade development to
facilitate outdoor learning. Schools can apply for up to $25,000 per school campus.

The aim of the Fund is to help schools maximise the use of their outdoor learning areas and environments by
creating new safe and shaded outdoor learning spaces in schools to help prevent the spread of coronavirus
(COVID-19).

We have been lucky to be granted $25,000 to cover the cost of two shade sails which will be located beside the
Grade 4 and 5 portable area. Our aim is to create two outdoor classrooms for our students. Once the sunshades
have been installed (looking at June/July) we will then purchase outdoor furniture. Our Fundraising Committee
will contribute money raised through past events to the purchasing of our outdoor furniture. Thanks!

We are thrilled to give our children another dynamic way of learning.
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A road safety message & tips for pedestrians
Where's your head at?
It’s easy to become complacent about safety, especially on a familiar route such as on your way to or from
school. Taking risks and not being mindful on the roads can have serious consequences. It’s important to have
your head in the moment and make safe decisions when crossing the road.

Before you cross the road:

• Look before you cross. Just because someone else decides to cross, doesn’t mean it’s safe for you

• Never assume that an approaching vehicle can see you, or will stop for you – wait until all vehicles have
stopped before you step off the kerb

• Avoid crossing between parked cars or at the front or back of buses and large vehicles
• At intersections, check for turning vehicles before you leave the kerb, and while you are crossing the road
When crossing the road:

• Always use pedestrian crossings
• Wait for the walk signal.
• At traffic lights, don’t enter the road if vehicles are moving through the crossing or if the red don’t walk signal
shows.
And just another very important reminder to drive and park safely around our school. I understand and

acknowledge that parking is limited, but double parking, parking in a no standing zones, parking across driveways
or hurling abuse at each other isn’t acceptable. It’s illegal and dangerous. A massive thank you to all the parents
who are doing the right thing, showing patience, consideration and being great role models for our children and
our school community. Traffic issues have vastly improved, thank you!

Child Safe
Parkwood Green Primary School is committed to safety and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will
be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. Parkwood Green Primary School has zero tolerance for
child abuse and is committed to providing a child safe environment where children and young people are safe and
feel safe and where their voices are heard about decisions that affect their lives. Every person involved in

Parkwood Green Primary School has a responsibility to understand the important and specific role he/she plays
individually and collectively to ensure that the wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at the
forefront of all that they do and every decision they make.
Have a great week.
Bobby Kotevski
Principal
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Lunchtime Clubs
Please see below a calendar of lunchtime clubs for the remainder of Term 1.

Volunteers Wanted
We are looking for volunteers for our school kitchen classes!
The success of our food education program relies on the support of volunteers.
There is nothing more satisfying than sharing a delicious meal created with fresh produce that you have grown from seed to harvest.
Every week over 130 Parkwood Green Primary School children share this experience with their class.
You don’t have to be a chef, you just have to be interested and enjoy being with children.

If you would like to volunteer in the kitchen or garden, whether you have two hours to spare or a whole day, we would love to hear from
you.
Classes are held on Tuesday’s, Thursday’s and Friday’s during school hours
Email - Andrea.Houlden@education.vic.gov.au
Phone - Parkwood Green Primary School – 9449 3600
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DIVISION SWIMMING
On the 16th March, nine students from Parkwood Green went to the Division Swimming meet at Oak Park Aquatic
Centre. In was a cold day to begin, as all students bravely undertook their warm up. Throughout the day it was
fantastic to see all students supporting each other and enthusiastically cheering for every race. All students gave
it their all on the day and we ended up having six students progress to the Regional round in early April.

A special mention goes to two of our younger students
who showed strong sportsmanship and resilience to step
up and fill relay spots in a much older age group so that
our relay team could still swim when we had a student
unable to swim at late notice.
I would like to congratulate the whole team on amazing
behaviour and sportsmanship. It was a fun day for all
and a pleasure for me to be able to be part of this day.

GIRLS AFL INTERSCHOOL SPORT
On Friday March 18th, thirteen of our year 6 girls joined two other local schools to play Girls Footy. All students
were amazing on and off the field. They showed determination, commitment, sportsmanship and enthusiasm.

The girls played a number of games against both
schools. Unfortunately we did not walk away with
the Grand final Cup but did have a wonderful win in
the last game of the day. It was great to see our

girls laugh, smile and enjoy the company of other
students from different schools. Well done to Christ
the Priest and Brookside for finishing in the Grand
Final. Congratulations to our Parkwood Green Team
for an amazing effort.
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Thank you so much for supporting our school, especially through fundraising. This term, we are hosting a Colour
Explosion School Run 4 Fun to help us fundraise for outdoor furniture and landscaping. To achieve our goal, we
hope to raise $10,000 as a school community.
When is the Colour Explosion School Run 4 Fun? We will be hosting our Colour Explosion School Run 4 Fun
on 4th April from 12-3pm. Please make sure students bring a WHITE shirt to wear during the Fun Run. They will
be covered in non-toxic, biodegradable colour powder from head to toe!
How does my child fundraise? Fundraising is easy - simply follow the instructions outlined in your child's
sponsorship booklet. Your child can accept donations online by creating a cybersafe fundraising profile at
www.plantadifference.com.au . You can also collect cash donations with your sponsorship booklet. Please
return cash donations to the school office before 5th April 2022.

We are Going Green! This year, we have chosen to reduce our impact on the environment and Go Green! For
every $20 we raise, Carbon Neutral and the Great Barrier Reef Foundation will plant one native tree/shrub or
coral in the Yarra Yarra Biodiversity Corridor or Great Barrier Reef. More information about the Go Green
initiative can be found in your child’s sponsorship booklet.
Is the powder safe? The non-toxic colour powder is made of high-quality corn starch and permitted food
colours, so it’s safe for skin and eyes. Students with asthma are advised to be careful in their decision to
participate. A consent form is available if you have any concerns with your child participating.
Win a Great Barrier Reef Holiday! If you raise $50 or more, you will go into the draw to win a 5-night holiday
to Hamilton Island on the Great Barrier Reef. Your prize includes 5 nights’ accommodation, a $1,000 flight
voucher, a Reef World Experience and more!
Scoot home with Razor Prize Pack! The highest fundraising student in Australia will win a Razor Prize Pack,
valued at $3,000! Make sure you check the leader board at www.plantadifference.com.au to see if you’re on

top!
Slime the Principals! Every student who raises over $50 will automatically go into a draw to win a chance of
pouring slime over Mr Kotevski or Kathy during lunch on the 4 th April! There will be 7 winners, with one student
from each year level winning this fun prize.
We hope that you will use this opportunity to encourage conversations about sustainability and environmental
conservation. We look forward to sharing the long term benefits with our fundraising efforts and our outdoor
learning area.
We thank you in advance for your support and sponsorship,
Parkwood Green Fundraising Team
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Fun Run Timetable
Year F/1 - 12:00 - 12:25pm

Principals slime at lunchtime

Year 5 - 12:30 - 12:55pm

Year 2/3 - 2:15 - 2:40pm

Year 6 - 1:00 - 1:25pm

Year 4 - 2:45- 3:10pm

The colour fun run is fast approaching and we are thrilled to be able to invite members of our community onsite to
watch this spectacular event! Please note that all adults will need to provide proof of vaccination to be able to enter
the school grounds.

The event will be held on the synthetic oval so please enter through the gate closest to the staff carpark.
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Administration Reminders
•

Canteen Purchases on Bank Statements
This is just to let families know that any reference to Jude Corporation or Jude Fina Foods showing on your
bank statement will be from items you have purchased from the school canteen.

•

Early Dismissals: Impact on others
This is just a friendly reminder about the impact of picking up students early. When you pick up your child
early, not only does this impact your child's learning, but other children's learning as well.
Each time a child leaves early, the teaching staff step away to answer the call for the child to come to the
office, therefore needing to pause the class. Two students then need to accompany your child to the office,

therefore missing valuable learning time of their own.
We understand that some appointments can not be avoided, however we ask our families to please consider
the implications of picking up early when booking appointments or simply just picking up students early to
avoid traffic, etc.

VISUAL ARTS NEWS
Hi Everyone!
What a great start to 2022 we have had. Casual Relief Teacher Melissa
held the fort for Mrs Sammut for the last 5 weeks, and did a great job
taking Mrs Sammut’s classes through fun learning experiences using
many different materials in a short time! All Parkwood students have
been focussing on Drawing and Mark Making this term and they have all
created artworks where we are exploring Line, Texture and material.
The school is full of Artists! This week we have been joined by Mrs
Barbara Zezouri from New Zealand. Welcome and Kia Ora to Mrs Z who
has begun a drawing unit focussing on Identity while getting to know
her students. We are really looking forward to seeing the Artists
continuing to explore and create great Artwork!
Reminders: Students this year are encouraged to consistently use their
own Art smock while attending Art sessions. Art smocks are needed as
we often use messy, but exciting materials such as paint, charcoal and
glues. Some materials are difficult to remove from uniforms! Please
consider supplying your student with a properly sized cover-all. These
should be kept in the classroom tub.
AND THE BIG NEWS IS …… as our last Art Show was such a success
and a great way for the students and our community to see the
incredible Art students made, we’re now having an Art show every year!
Yay Parkwood Green!!

