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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and friends of Parkwood Green,
With just a few days of Term 3 left, I wish to acknowledge the hard work, perseverance and
dedication of our staff and students. This has been a long and extremely busy term and with the
winter months bringing both awfully cold weather and illness, we have proudly made it through with
wonderful outcomes.

PARENT OPINION SURVEY – closes Friday 16 September
I wish to remind all families that you have the opportunity to provide your feedback and share your
views on various aspects of our school, by completing the annual Parent Opinion Survey. A COMPASS
email went out to every family on Tuesday 16 August, inviting you to participate in the Parent/
Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey. The email contains the link and code to access the survey and
must be completed by Friday 16 September. The information you provide goes through to the
Department of Education and assists both DET and our school in determining how our school is
tracking on various elements.

NAPLAN RESULTS ARE IN
Earlier last week, individual NAPLAN Reports were sent home with each child in grade 3 and 5 that
participated in this National Assessment Program. With our initial glance at results, we are pleased
with the overall achievements our students have made. While this is only one test, on one day, it is a
good opportunity to see how our students are doing in comparison to similar schools, our State and
Nationally. I congratulate every student that participated, for their efforts and achievements.

SMILE SQUAD FREE DENTAL CHECKS
Free dental checks will be taking place here at school early in Term 4. These are being offered as part
of a State Government initiative and will be delivered by SMILE SQUAD. Your child would have come
home with a large white envelope and a brown paper bag containing a sample toothpaste and
toothbrush. If you wish to have your child participate and take advantage of these free checks, please
complete the forms inside the envelope and return them to the school office by Friday 28th October.
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HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH II
I’m sure everyone was sad to wake up to the news of the passing of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.
She was an inspiring figure who dedicated her life to public service with integrity and quiet leadership
for seventy years. She has made an impact all around the world and will be felt for generations to
come and the values she stood for are the best of all human values. Values that we also share as a
school.
As a mark of mourning and respect, we will fly all 3 flags at half-mast until further notice.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese announced a public holiday on Sunday morning after consulting with
state and territory leaders on a day of mourning for people to pay their respects. The public holiday
will be held on Thursday 22nd September.

SUNSMART AND HATS
As of Term 4 all students need to start wearing their hats at play times again. If students are not
wearing a hat they will be sent to an undercover area during playtimes. We will have a grace period
for the first week, but as we head into the school holidays, this is a perfect time to purchase a hat if

required. Sunscreen will be available in all classrooms if students want to use it. If your child has an
allergy, please send their own sunscreen that is clearly labelled.

MOBILE PHONE POLICY
Where students bring a mobile phone to school, Parkwood Green Primary School will provide secure
storage. Secure storage is storage that cannot be readily accessed by those without permission to do
so. At Parkwood Green Primary School students are required to hand in their phone to their teacher at
the beginning of the school day and collect at the conclusion of the school day. Wearable personal
devices need to be switched to ‘school mode’ if there is one available, alternatively cellular

functionality needs to be disabled e.g. Airplane mode.
The school’s policy regarding mobile phones and their use is a Ministerial policy formally issued by the
Minister for Education under section 5.2.1(2)(b) of the Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic).

If you would like to read the school’s mobile phone policy, please visit our school website.
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DOGS IN SCHOOL GROUNDS
Parents are reminded that dogs are not allowed in the school grounds whilst dropping off or collecting
children. All dogs should be on a lead and remain outside the school grounds at these times. If you
are waiting outside the school we ask that the dogs not be near the gate. This is a safety measure to
protect both students (and dogs) from the excitement of these times. Arrangements can be made
with class teachers for a special showing of a pet within the classroom or grounds during school time.

SCHOOL SHADE SAIL INSTALLATION
As students returned to school on-site under the Roadmap to Deliver the National Plan, schools are
required to increase fresh air flow into indoor spaces whenever possible and to maximise the use of
outdoor learning areas or environments. The School Shade Sails Fund provided grants to schools for
shade development to facilitate outdoor learning.
The aim of the Fund is to help schools maximise the use of their outdoor learning areas and
environments by creating new safe and shaded outdoor learning spaces in schools to help prevent the
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19).
We were lucky to be granted $25,000 to cover the cost of two shade sails which will be located beside

the Grade 4 and 5 portable area. As mentioned in a previous newsletter, our aim is to create two
outdoor classrooms for our students. The sunshades will be installed over the break and once installed
we will purchase outdoor learning furniture in consultation with our staff and students. A big thank
you to our Fundraising Committee who have kindly offered to contribute money raised through past
events to the purchasing of our outdoor furniture. Thanks!
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END OF TERM 3
Term 4 begins on Monday 3rd of October and please don’t forget that Term 3 will finish this Friday
at 2:30pm. Please ensure that you have made suitable arrangements for the early finish time. If you
cannot pick them up at 2:30pm, you can book them into Big Childcare.
I wish all Parkwood Green students and their families a safe and happy break.
Take care and stay safe,
Bobby Kotevski

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Another term is almost over and it's hard to believe we are preparing for the last term of 2022. School
Council and the subcommittees have been regularly meeting and we are preparing for some upcoming
projects around the school.

Over the school holidays, the shade sail for the Outdoor Classroom will be erected. This will allow the
Grounds Team to assess the area before consulting our Student Representative Council for their

feedback on furniture. School Council will then place an order for our classroom furniture which we
have been busy fundraising for. The Outdoor Classroom will be a great asset to our school for the
students to learn in an outdoor learning space.

Silvio is in the process of building an Edible Indigenous Garden and this will be built near the Science
rooms. We were successful with a grant to fund this garden and the students will be able to access
edible foods from the garden for their Kitchen Garden sessions.

Our Fundraising Team would like to thank our volunteers during term three, particularly with our
Father's/Special Persons Stall. We always love meeting new people and it's a great way to meet our
Parkwood Green families, build new friendships and make connections in our community.

If anyone from our school community would like to come along to any subcommittee meetings, an
invitation is always welcomed. Please email jocelyn.brabin2@education.vic.gov.au for further
information or questions.
We wish our families a safe and happy break - Parkwood Green School Council
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ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Well done everyone for making it through another successful term! It’s hard to believe we only have
one term left and the 2022 year is almost ending. Look after yourselves and enjoy a well-deserved
break or time with your families over the holidays.

Spotlight on Grade 3
This term our wonderful students in grade 3 have been learning about Aaron Blabey, well known for
his ‘Bad Guys’ and ‘Pig the Pug’ books. The focus has been on understanding Aaron Blabey as an
author, how he works towards engaging readers of all ages and making connections between his
various books. The students had an opportunity to create their own Bad Guys suspect rap sheet and
add to their classroom display for their author study. We are proud of their efforts and use of
technology when creating these.

Morning Tea Privileges

I am so proud that over 100 students this term have worked hard to receive at least 30 dojos and
choose the morning tea as their privilege. I enjoy getting to know each of the students, their interests
and hobbies as well as meet some of their friends. I always have students coming up to me in the
yard letting me know just how close they are to receiving their 30 th dojo. It is great we have
motivated students who demonstrate our school values on a daily basis.

PAGE 6

Responsibility

Empathy

Resilience

Respect

FOOTY DAY
Footy Day at Parkwood Green was a great success. Students took part in many rotational activities
focusing on different skills such as dodging, running, goal kicking, passing, handballing - just to name
a few! Students looked amazing in their sporting colours and the participation during the Football
Clinics was pleasing to see.

The biggest highlight was supporting the Teacher Vs Student Footy Match which was held during
Lunch Time. The persistence, resilience and drive shown from the Year 6 students was astounding.

The students supporting the event did a great job cheering on students and teachers.
Yeliz Hasip & Stephanie Thomas
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RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS
Classroom Spotlight:
In Respectful Relationships sessions, 5AC & 5JG were looking at ways to regulate and calm their
bodies.
They also participate in mindfulness each day after recess and lunch for 10 minutes. Students have

also enjoyed mindful colouring and it seems to be having a positive impact on their wellbeing.
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