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Last term we had 11 year 5/6 students who were selected to participate in the English Victorian High Abilities Program (VHAP). 
These students participated in an online course each Wednesday with likeminded students from neighbouring schools. 
Throughout the program students explored the history of writing and developed insight into the power of the written word. We 
would like to congratulate the students on the hard work and dedication they showed throughout the course.  
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

 Mon 17th May-Fri 28th May - Year 1 Swimming 

 Fri 21st May - Year 6 Interschool Sports Round 1 

 Fri 21st May - Year 6 Interschool Sports Round 2 

 Fri 28th May - Year 6 AFL Girls Interschool Sports 

 Wed 2nd June - Division Cross Country 

 Mon 14th June - Public Holiday: Pupil Free Day 

 Wed 23rd June - Curriculum Day: Student Led  

Conferences 

Dear parents & friends of Parkwood Green PS, 

 

It's week four, and we’re well and truly into the swing of 

things. A big week for our middle and senior students this 

week. Our Year 3’s and 5’s commence NAPLAN while our 

Grade 6s attended Anglesea camp. I had the pleasure of 

attending the camp on Tuesday, and I must say, besides the 

terrible weather, the kids were having a fantastic time. The 

benefits of camp are incredible, and coming off the year we 

all had last year, allowing our students to re-connect and 

build their social skills has never been so important. Camps 

are great opportunities to develop a wide range of social 

skills that strengthen established relationships and create 

new ones. Seeing the kids take part in various challenging 

activities, not only did I witness kids having so much fun, but 

I witnessed children developing independence, team  

building, leadership, and decision-making skills.   

 

NAPLAN 

As I mentioned above, this week our Grade 3 and 5 students 

commenced their National Assessment Program – Literacy 

and Numeracy (NAPLAN). This is an annual national  

assessment for all students in Years 3, 5, 7, and 9. The tests 

provide parents and schools with an understanding of how 

individual students are performing at the time of the tests. 

They also provide schools, states and territories with  

information about how education programs are working and 

which areas need to be prioritised for improvement. NAPLAN 

tests are one aspect of each school’s assessment and  

reporting process, and do not replace the extensive, ongoing 

assessments made by our teachers about each student’s 

performance.  

 

We are all very proud of our Grade 3 and 5 students and we 

wish them all the very best. I thank our teachers and  

education support for all their hard work preparing for the 

assessments.  

Later in the year, all parents will receive their child’s personal 

NAPLAN report. The report will outline their skills in the areas 

assessed. The report will show how their child performed in 

relation to the national student performance. 

 

 EDUCATION WEEK  

The 77th Education Week runs from the 23rd - 29th May. We 

will be celebrating Education Week throughout Week 6 with a 

range of different events. Please check Compass for more 

details.  

Education Week aims to positively profile and celebrate the 

strengths and achievements of Victoria’s government  

education sector. The theme ‘Building Connections’ focuses 

on how the community can act as a support network, support 

students’ learning and development and enhance social  

inclusion. 

 

MOTHER’S DAY STALL  

Thank you to all the volunteers who made it possible for our 

students to attend the Mother’s Day stall and purchase a gift 

for their mums or other significant females in their lives.  

 

All students are provided an opportunity to purchase gifts 

from the stall and utilise their mathematics learning by using 

money and working out total costs and change provided. 

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION 

AT SCHOOL  

All entry gates will be open from 8:45am for a 9:00am start.  

 

School finishes at 3.20pm for all students; the gates will be 

open from 3:10pm.  

 

Just a reminder: staff are on duty from 8:45 am. We request 

that all students go straight to their classrooms to get  

themselves ready for the day rather than playing on the  

playground or oval (even with parent supervision). Research 

shows when students have a ‘soft start’ to their morning, they 

are more focused, in tune, and ready for learning. And with 

the colder weather coming our way, it’s much warmer in their 

classrooms. 

 

The school grounds are supervised from 8.45am until 9.00am 

in the morning and from 3.20pm until 3.35pm in the  

afternoon.  

 

Children must not arrive before 8.45am and at the end of the 

day, we kindly request that everyone has exited by 3.35pm. 
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2022 ENROLMENTS OPEN 

I wish to advise everyone, that 2022 Foundation enrolments 

are open. I urge all families with children reaching school 

age next year, to enrol now. I am being inundated with  

requests for enrolment tours and it seems that once again 

there is much interest from new families wanting to join our 

school community. We also encourage and welcome  

enrolments for all year levels too. If you know any local  

families that would like to join a fabulous school, please give 

our school a recommendation.  

To organise a school tour or to request an enrolment form 

please email kelly.monaghan@education.vic.gov.au and 
state your name, your childs name, a mobile number and an 
email address  

 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE 

Research demonstrates a strong correlation between  

students' learning, longer term life outcomes, attendance at 

school and appropriate participation in education programs. 

It is crucial that students develop habits of regular  

attendance at an early age. Absence from school means 

that learning opportunities are reduced and this can  

ultimately lead to poorer student achievement. We  

encourage all students to attend school regularly and on 

time to ensure they receive the explicit classroom  

instruction. It is recommended that family holidays should be 

taken during school holiday where possible.   

 

AGM (ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING) 

We would like to warmly invite all interested members of our 

community to attend the Parkwood Green PS AGM which is 

to be held on Monday 24th May, 5.00pm, in the schools  

Learning Centre. The Governing Council and the school 

Principal work together to develop the future directions for 

the school as well as monitoring and reporting progress to 

continually enhance the performance of the school and the 

achievement of its students This meeting is open to  

everyone.  

 

APPROACHING OTHER STUDENTS OR 

PARENTS AT SCHOOL 

As you would be aware, schools are complex places.  

At Parkwood Green, we have approximately 800 students, 

all with their unique needs. For some of our students, they 

may have a disability or medical needs that make  

self-regulation sometimes difficult.  

We know that when dealing with the needs of all students, 

there are going to be times when things are running smooth-

ly, and other times when we will need to work with parents to  

address an issue or a conflict – that's the reality of every 

school.  

 

 

It's the job of the teacher, support staff and leadership team 

members to resolve issues when raised, and in a way that 

preserves the dignity of every child and ensures their  

psychological safety. We also use our knowledge of child  

development, the child's background and their needs to  

resolve conflict in an age appropriate way. For this reason, it is 

imperative that parents/caregivers do not under any  

circumstances, approach a child (other than their own child) in 

the playground or classroom to raise the issue or provide a 

direction to that child. This is an intimidating practice, as there 

is a power imbalance between the child and the adult initiating 

the contact. We also encourage that parents don’t approach 

each other without consultation from the leadership team first.   

 

If there is a problem or an issue related to your child, that may 

involve another student, the appropriate way to handle the 

issue, is to refer it to your child's teacher in the first instance, 

who, with the support of myself, Kathy Pham (Wellbeing  

Officer) or Julie Andrews (Assistant Principal) will work with 

you, your child, and other children, to resolve the issue as 

quickly as possible.  

 

Kind regards,  

Bobby Kotevski 

PRINCIPAL 

MELTON CITY COUNCIL GRANT  

Melton City Council has been successful in obtaining a grant to 

work with VicHealth over the next three years to prioritise the 

health and wellbeing of children and young people. This  

project will see us join 15 other ‘fast-track’ local government 

areas in giving children and young people a seat at the  

decision-making table, as we create connected and supportive 

communities through the design of our Council and Wellbeing 

Plan 2021-25. 

As part of this Council are running engagement opportunities 

for children and young people. Parkwood Green PS have put 

our hand up to run a couple of the activities. We hope to  

capture thoughts and ideas of our amazing students, which will 

inform the Council planning, ultimately benefitting and  

impacting young people.  

 

We would really love if you could support your children to 

complete the survey for this engagement. 

Here is the survey link: https://survey.alchemer.com/

s3/6286550/Healthy-Living-for-Children Please note this  

survey closes 23 May 2021. If you have any questions, or 

would like more information, please feel free to contact Marlise 

in Wellbeing. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F6286550%2FHealthy-Living-for-Children&data=04%7C01%7CMarlise.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2d08e01599d242eef83608d91424a42e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.alchemer.com%2Fs3%2F6286550%2FHealthy-Living-for-Children&data=04%7C01%7CMarlise.Harris%40education.vic.gov.au%7C2d08e01599d242eef83608d91424a42e%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7


 

Empathy. Resilience. Responsibility. Respect. 

YEAR LEVEL NEWS 

GRADE 6 NEWS 

We have started off Term 2 with another look at our Inspire Program. The students have been revisiting our School values of  

Respect, Responsibility, Empathy and Resilience. They have been specifically exploring how we can demonstrate and display 

these values during learning times to maximise our teaching and learning. 

- In Reading and Writing the students are focusing on identifying features of texts to inform. They are working towards creating a 

class newspaper full of feature articles about their interests. 

- Subtraction strategies have been the main focus during numeracy and they are applying these skills in measurement. 

- The grade 6 students have also been busy training for Interschool Sports and will be competing in their first round of sports  

tomorrow. We would like to wish them the best of luck! 

 

Anglesea Camp News: 

The campers had a great day of activities at the camp site on Monday, which included Skateboarding, Low Ropes, Climbing 

Wall and the Giant Swing!  

Unfortunately the weather in Anglesea then took a turn for the worse on Tuesday and they had to run an alternative program for 

most of the day, before finishing off their day with a movie. The students took it all in their stride and continued to build on their 

communication and leadership skills as well as resilience and persistence throughout the day.  



BREAD Bags
SCHOOL PLAY 

equipment

Tag Wonder on social #wonderrecycling
to share all your recycling champion stories!

get recycling!Let’s  

Our school is in the draw to 
WIN 1 of 5 exercise circuits made 

from recycled plastic we collect!

It’s simple...

Help Wonder turn

into

2
Recycle them at school 

in Wonder’s pink 
Collection Bin

(There is a separate box for 
bread tags).

1
Collect your empty bread 

bags and tags

3
We’ll earn reward points 

to redeem new sports 
equipment for every 

5kg bin filled!


