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PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Dear parents and friends of Parkwood Green,
As you are aware, we are being impacted across the school with new cases of COVID daily. Along with
cold and flu season, Ange is being kept very busy in our Heath Centre. I take this opportunity to
remind everyone;
• To utilise the Rapid Antigen Test kits that are being sent home with each child fortnightly. It is

expected that each child is tested twice weekly (Monday & Thursday) and only attends school if
they receive a negative result.
• Encourage all students over the age of 8 years old to wear a face mask while indoors at school.
This would be best to be provided from home, however we do have supplies for students at the
office.
• Air purifiers are operating in every classroom and learning space, with staff ensuring they are
running at the highest setting as is recommended by DET and DHS.
• Stay home if unwell and/or have COVID or flu like symptoms such as; fever, cough, runny nose or
sneezing.

Parkwood Proud
Over the last few weeks, we have had so many students making us proud as they go out and
represent our school community in such a positive manner. We have had several camps, excursions,
incursions and district sports. I would like to acknowledge the wonderful manners and engagement
they have shown and always displaying our school values in every setting they are in. They do us
proud and I am sure they do you proud too.

I would also like to extend a big thank you to our many staff who all gave up time with their families,
friends and pets to ensure the students enjoyed safe and fun-filled camps. We are fortunate to have

such a dedicated staff who always come together to support each other when needed. Thank you.

Parent/Family Contact Details
If you are moving to a new house or changing your phone number, please ensure your contact details
are up to date at all times by notifying the office or updating these changes in Compass. This enables
us to contact you if necessary.
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Student Free Day- Monday 29th August - Professional Practice Day
As directed by the Department of Education and Training (DET), schools should hold a student free
day in Term 3 for teachers’ termly Professional Practice (PP) Day. Usually, this day is taken by
teachers while Casual Relief Teachers (CRTs) teach the students. However, due to the shortage of
teachers, DET has asked schools to once again hold all teachers’ PP Day on the same day and treat it
as a student free day as we did in Term 2. The focus for teachers on this day could be a combination
of sharing practices from each collaborative teaching team, analysing student data or continuing to
work on our Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum (our school curriculum).

The staff, Consultative Committee and School Council have all been consulted and as a result, our
School Council have approved Monday the 29th of August as the common professional practice day
for Term 3. Students will NOT attend school on this day.

Big Childcare will be open all day for any families who may need this service.
We thank you for your continued support and I can ensure that the important work that the staff will
undertake is vital and will shape our future as a high performing school.

100 Days of School
On Thursday 28th July we absolutely loved celebrating 100 days of Foundation. 100 days of school is
a big achievement for kids. That’s 100 times they got up, came to school, learnt about the world and
worked their way through problems that arose. The day was jammed packed with fun activities and
even a lunchtime disco! We congratulate our amazing students and we wish them continued success
as lifelong learners. Well done superstars!

2023 Enrolments Open
I wish to advise everyone, that 2023 Foundation enrolments are open. I urge all families with children
reaching school age next year, to enrol now. I am being inundated with requests for enrolment tours
and it seems that once again there is much interest from new families wanting to join our school
community. We also encourage and welcome enrolments for all year levels too. If you know any local
families that would like to join a fabulous school, please give our school a recommendation.
Enrolment forms or tours can be organised via our school office.
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Face masks
It is strongly recommended by the Victorian Department of Health that face masks are worn in indoor
settings. Face masks are mandatory for those aged 8 and over who are household contacts and
attending school. This is because the wearing of masks is effective in reducing the transmission of
COVID-19.

Kind regards,

Bobby Kotevski
PRINCIPAL

Foodbank Cooking Program
Our partnership with FoodBank Vic was expanded this term to include the delivery of a four week
cooking class for six PGPS families.

The program has been running on Tuesday’s after school in our lovely kitchen classroom, and has

brought together parents and children from across the school, with the intention of learning how to
prepare and cook some yummy healthy meals together.

This week Okonomiyaki was on the menu, and was enjoyed by all.

Each participating family also receives a
hamper with five recipes and all of the
ingredients required to make more meals at
home.

We are so grateful to FoodBank for the
opportunity to participate in this wonderful
program, and to our amazing families who
nominated themselves to be involved in
something new

PAGE 3

Responsibility

Empathy

Resilience

Respect

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE
Grade 3 Weekaway Camp
Our Grade 3 students spent their first night away at Weekaway Camp on the 21 st of July. The weather
was amazing and it was fantastic to see smiles on everyone’s faces. The students did lots of fun
activities such as canoeing, the flying fox, rogaining and navigating the maze. All of our students were
determined and tried new activities showing bravery and confidence.

It was a privilege to join our grade 3 students for the day at camp and I’d like to thank all our
teaching, ES staff and parent helpers who were supportive and ensured all children had an amazing
camp experience. Adults and children were equally exhausted by Friday afternoon.
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Book Week Celebration
This year, our theme for book week is ‘Dreaming with Eyes Open’. On Tuesday the 23rd of August all
children will be participating in a parade, children are encouraged to dress up as their favourite book
or a character from their favourite book to share their love for books. A ‘Best dressed Certificate’ will
be awarded for the most creative and crafty costume.

The Book week parade will be held on Tuesday the 23 rd of August in the courtyard. All families and
friends are welcome to attend the parade.

9:15am- Foundation, Grade One and Grade Two
9:30am- Grades Three, Four, Five and Six

Throughout the week the students will be participating in a variety of book week related tasks and
activities which you may want to ask your child about.
We look forward to seeing some original costumes from all of our wonderfully creative students.
See you there!

Kathy Pham,
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
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Science Open Afternoon
Save the date!
Our Science Open Afternoon will be held on Wednesday the 17th of August.
Presented by the science leaders and students of Parkwood Green Primary.
Come and explore all things science.

Science – like magic but real!
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