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Dear families and friends of Parkwood Green PS 

With our Harmony Week celebrations commencing this week, it seemed like a great time to reflect on the diversity of our 

community, and the ideas that sit behind this special time. Harmony Day in Australia was born out of the International Day 

for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. It is a constant reminder of the inequity that exists for people from Culturally 

and Linguistically Diverse backgrounds; the racial pay gap in Australia is estimated at between 9 and 15%. The ideas around 

Harmony Day extend beyond this, to acknowledging that age, gender and gender expression, socio-economic background, 

sexuality and religion can all impact health, education, pay and social outcomes. We are proud of our diversity, passionate 

about inclusion and ensuring everyone feels a sense of belonging. 

At Parkwood Green, we believe that every student, staff member and parent have the right to know themselves, show 

themselves and grow themselves. Creating a space where our identities are not only accepted but learnt about and  

celebrated, means that each member of our community feels connected and safe.  

So, let’s look at some facts about our community, of our 457 families, 70 staff and 640 students... 

We have 34 different language groups spoken in our community.  

34% of our students have a Language Background other than English. 

We have students, staff and families who hail from: Macedonia, Malta, France, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Bosnia, Serbia,  

Albania, Turkey, India, Pakistan, Vietnam, Somalia, Samoa, Vietnam, Thailand, China, Croatia, Burma, Germany, America, 

Greece, New Zealand, Ukraine, Cyprus, Lebanon , Sri Lanka, Egypt and many, many more! 

On Tuesday we celebrated our incredible diversity at our whole school community picnic. Its was amazing to see all our 

community united in happiness and learn about each other's cultures, our similarities and our differences, the more  

inclusive we can be; from inclusion comes belonging, and we love that everyone in our community belongs here! Happy 

Harmony Week everyone! 
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New build update  

The new gymnasium is progressing well! At this stage, we haven’t had any major issues (other than some water pipes being 

damaged), and the project is on track. The projected completion date is mid-January 2023, so we should see some rapid 

progress over the next few months. 

This week you will see some temporary fencing around part of building 3 (new specialist block) as works in this building will 

commence this term. There will be some demolition work (which will be done when there are no students or staff onsite), 

and the majority of all the work is internal. With the temporary fencing going up, we will lose access to one of the sandpits 

and the bike rack. The sandpit in the courtyard will still be in use until further notice. We will investigate relocating the 

sandpits and the bike racks to another space in the school. I have been assured that the works to building 3 will have  

minimal disruption to the Grade 2’s, and the builders will work around us when they can do particular jobs. We will closely 

monitor this and make any changes if need be. 
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 PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
 
I thank you all for your patience and understanding throughout the year. I know it isn’t ideal, but the long-term gain will far 

exceed the short-term inconvenience. 

Early Arrivals 
We care about your child’s safety. Students should not be arriving to school prior to 8:45am and left in the school yard  
unattended. Teachers are not required on duty until 8:45am therefore we do not have anyone on duty until 8:45am.  
Parents are requested to book children into Big Childcare before school care or make other arrangements if care is needed 
before or after school. Thank you for your understanding in this matter.  
 
Uniform 
As the term comes to an end, we will start to see the arrival of some cooler weather. Please ensure your children are 
dressed in warm, school approved uniform. The School Council Policy of Parkwood Green PS states that uniform is  
compulsory for all students. It is important that parents are vigilant in ensuring students’ appearance reflects the  
expectations of the school community. We would appreciate your assistance in ensuring that a high standard of uniform is 
maintained.  
 
School Council Election Outcome 

At the close of our school community election on Tuesday 14th March, I declare the following parents elected to 

the Parkwood Green Primary School Council for 2023 and 2024 in the Parent Category. 

  

• Luan Walker 

• Jelena Gajic 

 

A big thank you to our candidates who participated in the election process. We are grateful for your nomination 

and enthusiasm to be a part of our School Council and look forward to your continued input as a community  

member. As mentioned in a previous communication, we still have one one-year casual vacancies to fill.  

 

Our new School Council will meet for the first time on Monday 27th March. New office bearers for 2023 will be elected and 

our 12-month casual vacancies will also be elected.  

School Review- Term 3 

The Department of Education (DET) conducts reviews of schools every 4 years. This rigorous process is conducted by the 

Victorian Registration & Qualifications Authority (VRQA) and the evaluation is completed with support from a DET appoint-

ed external reviewer as well as external challenge partners. The school review supports each school to differentiate its  

improvement journey by building on current strengths and assisting it to respond to challenges. It emphasises continuous 

improvement and affirms that every student, no matter their background or circumstance, has a right to learn in a school 

committed to improvement. It maintains that every school can continue to improve.   
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 PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
Parkwood Green Primary School and the review: 

• welcomes school community participation 

• embraces the input of experts from both within and beyond the school through staff, student and parent forums 

• Include classroom visits 

• Breakdown of school based data in relation to teaching and learning, engagement and wellbeing, financial and policy 

and community engagement 

• forges links between evidence, school review, and strategic and annual planning 

• seeks multiple perspectives, engagement with the whole school community and being open to challenge for  

• improvement 

• celebrates strengths and achievements 

• The result of this is the development of the School Strategic Plan (SSP). 

• Following our Strategic Plan our website and documents will be updated to include: 

• Reports related to the school’s academic achievement. 

• Reports detailing the results of surveys of key stake holders including students, parents, and teachers. 

• School policy documents which are also looked at as part of the Review. 

 

 

Our school Review dates are as follows: 

 Day 1: Validation Day Wednesday 16th August 

 Day 2: Field Work Wednesday 23rd August 

 Day 3: Field Work Thursday 24th August 

 Day 4: Final Day Thursday 31st August 

Census  
At the end of February each year, the Department of Education & Training (DET) undertakes a CENSUS of all school  
enrolments across Victoria. This CENSUS is crucial for schools as it is directly linked to the level of funding that schools then 
receive for the 2023 academic year. This funding is driven by a formula that apportions an allocation for each child based on 
which level of schooling that they are undertaking. As a result of our school’s 2023 CENSUS, we have confirmed an  
enrolment of 633 students across 27 classrooms.  
 
Foundation Enrolment 2024  
We have begun taking Foundation enrolments for 2024 so that we may begin to plan the Foundation transition program. If 
you have any children who will be attending Parkwood Green in 2024, please call or visit the school to arrange a tour and 
receive enrolment information as soon as possible.  
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
Dear Students and families, 

I hope you all had a lovely long weekend with your families and are looking forward to the school holidays coming up  

shortly. I can’t believe how quickly this term has gone by. It has been so nice to see so many settled and happy students 
learning and thriving each and every day. A big congratulations goes out to our Year 3 and Year 5 students who have begun 
their NAPLAN testing.  Over the last few weeks we have been busy celebrating many events including International  

Women’s Day, Trash and Treasure Market and Harmony Week. 

See you around, 

Monique Lumsden  

 

NAPLAN SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Women’s Day (staff morning tea) 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trash 2 Treasure Market 

A big THANK YOU to our Fundraising Committee for organising our very first Trash 2 Treasure Market. It was so wonderful 
to see many Parkwood Green families and staff come along on Sunday. A total of approximately $1200 was raised which 
will go towards a new playground for the school once the build is complete.  

 

Harmony Day Picnic 

Students, teachers and families enjoyed a Harmony Day picnic where we celebrated diversity and different backgrounds. 
It’s all about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. Everyone was encouraged to wear the colour 
Orange (colour of harmony) or wear traditional clothing. Thanks to all that came and celebrated.  
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
SCHOOL WIDE POSTIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT (SWPBS) 

School-wide positive behaviour support (SWPBS) is a framework that brings together school communities to develop posi-
tive, safe, supportive learning cultures. SWPBS assists schools to improve social, emotional, behavioural and academic out-
comes for children and young people. Explicit teaching of SWPBS is taught throughout the week and during the SEL hour 
alongside Respectful Relationships. Please see below our updated Whole School Matrix, Positive Recognition and Response 
to Student Behaviour flow chart including Minor and Major behaviours.   
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POSITIVE
RECOGNITION

Doj o Pr ivil eges 

MORNING TEA WITH KATHY

MOVIE WITH MR. KOTEVSKI

COOKING WITH MON &

 MS. SACIUK

SPORT WITH NAT &

 MR. ANDONIOU

1

2

3

4

St udent s receive Dojos w hen d isp laying  p ref erred
behaviours and  w orking  t ow ards t heir  ind ividual or

c lass goals. St udent s can receive ind ividual or  w hole
c lass p r ivileges.

10  Dojos = Individual Privilege (class Privilege list )
50  Dojos = Leader's Privilege 

Dojos to be redeemed once the privilege has been used  

LEADER'S PRIVILEGE OPTIONS 

Respect . Empathy. Resilience. Responsibilit y.
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 ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S UPDATE 
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GRADE 2 NEWS 

We have had such a successful first term in Grade 2! Our students have all settled into the routines of 
the day with ease.  

We have had a busy Term 1, including our swimming program. It has been wonderful to see all 
student’s confidence grow during each session in the pool.  

Grade 2 students have been exploring writing for a purpose, such as, writing friendly letters and writing 
procedures to teach others how to do things. Our students have loved writing to each other, teachers 
in the school community and family members. They have even been making their own envelopes! We 
have been practising to follow procedures, such as, how to make a hand print bunny by collecting our 
own materials and independently following the steps.  

We have been reading a range of non-fiction texts to teach us about topics of interest, particularly 
countries and animals! Our Grade 2 students have been thinking about what they already know about 
a topic before we read and then adding to their knowledge by retelling the important information from 
the text.  

This term in Maths we have practised how to tell the time on analogue and digital clocks and we are 
currently working on reading and making 2 and 3 digit numbers.  

We have been busy getting to know each other and exploring the cultures and traditions of our friends 
in the cohort. Our students will continue to explore cultures and traditions through our upcoming 
cultural dance incursion.  
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YEAR 3-6 CROSS COUNTRY 

We are excited to announce Years 3-6 students will be taking part in their Cross County event on Wednesday 29th March. 
Students will run a 2-kilometre course. The course will start on school grounds, students will then run offsite (teacher mar-
shals will be placed around the track to ensure safety of the students) after returning onto school grounds (a detailed track 
is outlined the Compass event). Below are approximate starting times.  We welcome spectators to come along and cheer on 
the students. 
 
Event times (approximate times): 
9:30am- 12/13yr old boys and girls will begin their race.  
10:00am- 11yr old boys and girls will begin their race.  
10:30-11:30am- Break for Recess 
12:00pm- 9/10yr old boys and girls will begin their race.  
12:30pm- 8yr old boys and girls will begin their race.  
 
We are seeking parent helpers to assist on the day. If you can assist, please email Chantelle or Yeliz. 
Chantelle.longhurst@education.vic.gov.au 
Yeliz.hasip@education.vic.gov.au 
 
Kind regards,  
Chantelle and Yeliz 

 

DIVISION SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Well done to our swimmers who took park in Division Swimming Championships on Thursday 9th March. All participants 

showed true sportsmanship and tried their absolute best in their individual or team events. The Parkwood Green  

community is very proud of their efforts.  

•  Bowen 6EE:   4th in 11yr old Freestyle, 4th in 11yr old backstroke 

• Zander 5NC:   5th in 11yr old Freestyle 

• Remy 5NC: 3rd in 11yr old Breaststroke, 1st in 11yr old butterfly 

• Selena 6EC: 4th in 12/13yr old Breaststroke 

• Yustus 5NC: 2nd in 11yr old Backstroke, 3rd in 11yr old Butterfly 

• Stella 4HC: 6th in 9/10yr old Butterfly 

• Ben S: 6EE: 5th in 12/13yr old Butterfly 

• Medley Relay: 3rd place 

 Participants: Remy, Yustus, Bowen and Zander.  

• 11yr old Freestyle relay: 1st place  

 Participants: Remy, Yustus, Bowen and Zander.  

A big congratulations to Remy and Yustus who will be progressing in their individual events and our 11yr old boys freestyle 

team who will be progressing to the Western Metropolitan Region Swimming Champions on Tuesday 28th March in  

Geelong.  We wish them all the best! Go Parkwood Green!! 
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YEAR 4 AND 5 ATHLETICS 

A big congratulations to all our Year 4 and Year 5 students who took part in their Athletics Carnivals. All students did an 
amazing job in participating in all the events organised on the day. To say we are proud of our students is an understate-
ment! It does not matter if you came first, second, third or last, the main focus was participation and for students to try 
their best. This was evident on the day. A big thanks to those who assisted on the day. Special shout out to Lisa, Jason, An-
gela, Bianca, Brad and Sussanne!  Without parent assistance these events are impossible so on behalf of the students and 
staff we are very thankful for all your assistance. 

Year 5 Results:  

Long Jump 
10 year old boys- 1st place- Dean, 2nd place- Nicholas, 3rd place- Max 
10 year old girls- 1st place- Maddison, 2nd place- Catherine, 3rd place- Sabrina & Hala 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Zoey, 2nd place- Antonia, 3rd place- Mia 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Hudson, 2nd place- Seth, 3rd place- Levi 

 
Hurdles 

10 year old girls- 1st place- Inaaya, 2nd place- Glenda, 3rd place- Catherine 
10 year old boys- 1st place- Dean, 2nd place- Alonso, 3rd place- Harnoor 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Levi, 2nd place- Seth, 3rd place- Alexa & Jett 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Zoey, 2nd place- Antonia, 3rd place- Sienna 

 
Shot Put 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Zander, 2nd place- Seth, 3rd place- Deon 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Gunveen, 2nd place- Isla, 3rd place- Drinesa 
10 boys- 1st place- Alonso, 2nd place- Harnoor, 3rd place- Tyler & Dakoda 
10 girls- 1st place- Hala, 2nd place- Maddison, 3rd place- Innaaya 

 
High Jump 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Zoey, 2nd place- Drinesa, 3rd place- Isla 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Levi, 2nd place- Seth, 3rd place- Deon 
10 boys- 1st place- Alonso, 2nd place- Arbaj, 3rd place- Ghazi 
10 girls- 1st place- Glenda, 2nd place- Inaaya, 3rd place- Catherine 

 
Triple Jump 

10 boys- 1st place- Alonso, 2nd place- Dean 
10 girls- 1st place- Hala, 2nd place- Catherine, 3rd place- Taylah 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Zoey & Antonia 2nd place- Sienna, 3rd place Gunveen & Luna 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Aidan, 2nd place Hudson, 3rd place- Sahil 

 
100 metre Sprint 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Nabhiya, 2nd place- Jett, 3rd place- Seth 
10 year old boys- 1st place- Alonso, 2nd place- Arbaj, 3rd place- Dean 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Zoey, 2nd place- Antonia, 3rd place- Isla 
10 year old girls- 1st place- Inaaya, 2nd place- Katherine, 3rd place- Glenda 

 
Discus 
11/12 year old boys- 1st place- Sahil, 2nd place- Deon, 3rd place- Abhayraj 
11/12 year old girls- 1st place- Una & Zoey, 2nd place- Antonia, 3rd place- Mia 
10 year old boys- 1st place- Dakoda, 2nd place- Alonso, 3rd place- Arbaj 
10 year old girls- 1st place- Sabrina, 2nd place- Catherine, 3rd place- Maddison 
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YEAR 4 AND 5 ATHLETICS 

Year 4 Results 

Discus 

9 Year old Girls- 1st Place- Jadelle, 2nd Place- Delania, 3rdPlace- Zaynab 
9 Year old Boys- 1st Place- Jayden, 2nd Place- Rafa, 3rdPlace- Patrick 
10/11 Year old Boys- 1st Place- Adam, 2nd Place- Nathan, 3rdPlace- Ved 
10/11 Year old Girls- 1st Place- Leyla, 2nd Place- Kayla, 3rdPlace- Dahlia 

 
Long Jump 

9 Girls-1st Place-Jadelle, 2nd Place- Zaynab, 3rdPlace-  Dalania 
9 Boys- 1st Place- Jayden, 2nd Place- Rafael, 3rdPlace- Diesel 
10/11 Girls-1st Place- Kayla, 2nd Place- Eden, 3rdPlace- Dahlia 
10/11 Boys- 1st Place- Mason, 2nd Place- Nathan, 3rdPlace- Bol 

 
Hurdles 

9 Year old Boys- 1st Place- Jayden, 2nd Place- Pesa, 3rdPlace- Rafael 
9 Girls- 1st Place- Jadelle , 2nd Place- Zaynab, 3rdPlace- Alexa 
10/11 Boys- 1st Place- Nathan , 2nd Place- Evan, 3rdPlace- Shayne 
10/11 Girls- 1st Place-Kayla , 2nd Place- Peyton, 3rdPlace- Eden 

 
Triple Jump 

10/11 Boys- 1st Place- Nathan , 2nd Place- Mason, 3rdPlace- Luca 
10/11 Girls- 1st Place- Kayla , 2nd Place- Eden 
 9 Boys- 1st Place- Rafa , 2nd Place- Jayden 
9 Girls- 1st place- Zaynab 

 
100 m Sprint 

10/11 Girls- 1st Place- Kayla, 2nd Place- Dahlia, 3rdPlace-  Stella 
9 Girls- 1st Place- Jadelle , 2nd Place- Alexa , 3rdPlace- Dalania 
10/11 Boys- 1st Place- Ved , 2nd Place- Mason, 3rdPlace- Shayne 
9 Boys- 1st Place- Jayden , 2nd Place- Ethan, 3rdPlace- Mavi 

 
Shot Put 

10/11 boys- 1st Place- Kaiden, 2nd Place- Adam, 3rdPlace- Luca 
10/11 Girls- 1st Place- Annie , 2nd Place- Dalia, 3rdPlace- Zaynab 
9 Boys- 1st Place- Jayden , 2nd Place- Zane 
9 girls- 1st place- Jadelle 

 
High Jump 

9 Year old boys- 1st Place-Ethan , 2nd Place- Diesel, 3rdPlace- Rafa 
9 Year old girls- 1st Place- Jadelle , 2nd Place- Zaynab, 3rdPlace- Alexa 
10/11 girls- 1st Place- Dahlia , 2nd Place- Kayla, 3rdPlace- Stella 
10/11 boys- 1st Place- Evan , 2nd Place- Bol, 3rd Place- Nick 
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LOTE 

Ciao! Students have made a fantastic start to Italian in 2023. We have students in year 5 and 6 using numbers to tell the 

time - che ore sono? And we have Foundation students learning numbers and greetings. Buongiorno – Good morning and 

Grazie – Thank you. The days of the week, months and seasons are also been learnt by students and we can all agree that 

February - febbraio has had many hot days.  

Have a great week. Mr Calabretta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERS ‘ READING 

CHALLENGE 

 

 

 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Parkwood Green Primary School is excited to be participating. 
Students will receive further information and login details this week. Please have a look at the challenge website and ask 
your child’s teacher if you have any questions.  

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy 
development. It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 8 September 
2023. 

Children from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and tEachers. Chil-
dren from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former 
Premiers. A special morning tea will also be held for students that read or  

experience 100 books during the Challenge. 

Happy reading! 

Regards, 

Martha Louli and Tamara Jacobs 

Premiers’ Reading Challenge Team 
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TRASH 2 TREASURE MARKET DAY 
On Sunday 19th March Parkwood Green Primary School held its first Trash 2 Treasure Market Day, our first fundraiser of the 
year to help raise funds for a new playground. 
 
The weather did scare us a little in the morning, however the rain held off and it was lovely to see so many families come 
along as well as staff members to show their support.   

We had 18 stalls that ranged from second hand treasures to local sporting clubs, handmade jewellery, makeup, craft and hair 
accessories. All coming together as a community to help make the day so special.  

 
Our sausage sizzle was a big hit, the coffee and pizza did not disappoint, and Kitchen Gardens fresh produce walked out the 
school gates!  

A big thank you to all our volunteers (staff, parents and grandparents) for taking time to help make our event a success.  

Without your support events like this would not be possible.  

 

Congratulations to Mem who was the lucky winner of the Apple AirPods from the Ray White raffle.  

 

We raised approximately $1,200 at the Trash 2 Treasure Market Day and we once again thank you all for coming along.  

 
Fundraising Team  

Responsibility Empathy Resilience Respect 



PAGE 15 

 PAUL SADLER SWIMLAND 
Thank you to all of the swimmer's who participated in our school's swimming program. Paul Sadler  

Swimland understands the importance of swimming lessons!  

Regular swimming lessons reduce the risk of drowning by up to 88% and NOW is the time to book for  

regular lessons! 

 

To all NEW swimmers who participated in our swimming program who enrol with us will receive 2 FREE 
SWIMS! - Please speak to our customer service team to find out more or call 9449 9004. 

 

To all CURRENTLY ENROLLED swimmers who participated in our swimming program, please speak to 
our customer service team for our special promotion!  

 

For anymore information please email our team at parkwoodgreen@paulsadlerswimland.com OR call us on 
9449 9004 

 

 

KRISTY D'SILVA   

MANAGER 

PAUL SADLER SWIMLAND PARKWOOD GREEN 

E kristy.d'silva@paulsadlerswimland.com 

P 9449 9004   I   W paulsadlerswimland.com 
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Administration Reminders 
•  Camps, Sports & Excursions Funding 

What is CSEF? 

CSEF is an annual payment to the school to be used towards 

camps, sports and/or excursion  

expenses for the benefit of the eligible student (Primary school 

student rate: $125 per year). 

The CSEF is paid directly to your child’s school and will be  

allocated by the school towards camps, sports and/or  

excursion costs for your child. 

 

Are you eligible? 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or carer of a student  

attending a registered Government or non-government Victori-

an primary or secondary school must: on the first day of Term 

one, or on the first day of Term two 

a) be a holder of one or more of the eligible financially-means tested cards OR be a temporary foster 

parent, and; 

b) submit an application to the school by the due date 

 

Ready to apply? 

If you are eligible for this funding and wish to apply in 2023, complete a CSEF  application form  

available from the Office application form and return it to the office with a copy of your health care 

card.  

If you received CSEF in 2022 you will not need to fill out a new application form unless you have a new 

student starting at the school this year who was not previously listed on the application. 

 

Lost  Property 

Could parents please check the lost property in the Office foyer, we have a lot of  

unclaimed uniform at present. 

 

 


